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“We remember the humble priest, the priest from the mountain, as
some still like to call him, no one would know whether to characterize
more his evangelical simplicity or his amazing stamina [...] He looked
up to heaven and smiled at the earth, a unique figure of ascetic and
apostle...

The poor priest from the mountain — as he liked to call himself —
fiercely persecuted when he was young was filled with zeal for the apos-
tolate he had dreamed of bringing souls to God by lifting them out of
human poverty. Once his Institutions began to prosper and bear fruit,
the same priest was loved by his Superiors, Pastors, Bishops, and even
by Popes.”!
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PRESENTATION

“In Christ we were given all the revolutionary novelty of the
Gospel: that is the love which saves us and gives life a foretaste
of eternity”. These words by Pope Benedict XVI indicate that
a holy person offers our sometimes tired and disheartened
eyes, the luminous witness of a fragment of Heaven.

On the eve of the canonization of Blessed Louis Guanella,
this publication aims to retrace his steps on the path to evan-
gelical holiness and to propose themes for reflection to stimu-
late our modern awareness in order to cultivate the seeds of
eternity in our times.

Bishop Diego Coletti of Como took part in a study and plan-
ning meeting (Rome, September 6, 2010) of the Committee for
Canonization. Among the many precious aspects of the multi-
faceted figure of this saint from Lombardy, he identified those
which make his charism and spirituality shine, modern and
prophetic, in today’s world.

The chosen themes formulated in this text, are in continuity
with and are presented as a development of the thoughts that
Pope Paul VI outlined in his speech for the beatification on
October 25, 1964.

The Pope wondered what the vein of holiness in this moun-
tain priest could be. He discovered that his charitable achieve-
ments were the fruit of a vital energy that sustained him in his
tireless pilgrimages among the encampments of the marginal-
ized. The soul of his holiness was weaving “a mzarvelous story
of charity, working through mercy;” his dynamism was sustained
by “great piety, by assiduous prayer, in an effort to be in contin-
uous communion with God.”
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This is the unifying principle of all Fr. Louis Guanella’s good
works and he himself repeated it as a synthesis of the canticle
of the Magnificat, “I# zs God who does.” 1t is He who fills life
with ideals, it is He who in the tunnel of incomprehension pro-
vides the courage to persevere; it is He who, in the desert of
material poverty, “fills the starving with good things,” and it is
He who in the incomprehension of human beings preserves
their faith in the covenant of love.

This publication aims to be of service to those who hold it in
their hands; it presents an urgent need: to recover the unity of
individuals, because it is only in the Gospel commandment
that life finds its fullness. To love God and to love one’s neigh-
bor are the rails of communion. Our society seems to have de-
railed. In many parts of the world the “death of God” is being
talked and sung about and in many of our social milieus peo-
ple live as if “there is no God.”

With the death of God our neighbor is also dying and it is
precisely in this desert that a saint feels the need to give back
to God the possibility of making his dream of mercy come true
for the new poor in body and in soul.

Fr. Guanella waited a long time for a guiding star toappear
on his path. He called it “¢he hour of mercy” This hour was the
starting signal, the invitation to cut the moorings and start out
on the great adventure of charity. And the “hour of mercy”
came when he was forty. In those years, God Himself, through
a multitude of experiences, both joyful and painful, modeled
the spirit of this valiant man. He had conquered his heart, his
soul, all his energy and his mind. From this divine richness, in
the most radical way, Fr. Guanella’s passion blossomed for the
poor and the needy, who are nothing other than the face of
God Himself, veiled by suffering and discomfort.

His expression “I cannot stop while there are poor people to
be saved,” was the fire in his veins that brought him close to the
poor and made him fearless and courageous in the face of the
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difficulties he encountered. Luke-warmness and mediocrity
were unknown to him, “What does it matter to be imprisoned
for the poor, for the cause of the poor? One would become a mar-
tyr!l”

His passionate wanderings in the streets of the marginalized
poor relegated him to being among those who acted without
criteria, embarking on risky adventures. His friendship with
Blessed Cardinal Ferrari and the fatherly support of St. Pius X
illuminated the horizons of his charitable work and strength-
ened him on the arduous path to holiness.

Pope John Paul II, as he crossed the threshold of the third
millennium, asked the Church to set the barque afloat and to
put out into the deep to feel the pulse of the world, “¢0 have
your answer ready for people who ask you the reason for the
hope that you all have” (1 Pt 3:15).

People in our day live with their eyes lowered to the ground,
with narrow horizons. When the longing for God is extin-
guished in hearts, the source of love also dries up and a new
evangelization, the attempt to reawaken the desire for beauty
and spirituality, becomes urgent.

The gratitude of the entire Guanellian Family goes to the
priests, sisters and Guanellian collaborators who have com-
piled this “ chronicle of God’s marvels,” as a prophecy for our
times.

The authors have sought to describe the coordinates of the
holiness lived by Fr. Guanella in the conviction that he cannot
be betrayed by relegating his charism and his mission to a li-
brary shelf; rather, they must be embodied in our times, so as
to become an extension of him within us: us too, holy like him!

Their study concerns the most sensitive points of the Guanel-
lian charism for today.

In response to the absence or impoverishment of spirituality
in our epoch, they portray Fr. Guanella as a “Man of God.”

11
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The spreading poverty in the contemporary world receives
consolation and hope because Fr. Guanella, “Father of the
poor,” urges us to “cradle in our heart human wretchedness so
as to provide for it.”

The phenomenon of globalization can discover in Fr.
Guanella, “Citizen of the world,” an inspiring model for seek-
ing the common good, the good of all.

The educational emergency that characterizes our times can
find in the witness of Fr. Guanella, the “impassioned educa-
tor,” energy and vigor to rediscover that education is first and
foremost the work of the heart.

These are themes of yesterday for the complexity of today,
but the 2000-year history of the Church is marked by the con-
tinuity of the witness and of the Christian culture passed on
by the saints.

The priest from Lombardy sought to “Z/luminate minds and
strengthen hearts,” and to help people to recover the primacy
of God so that individuals might return to the center of the
stage in the life of the community and feel that they were ac-
cepted, loved, supported, understood and also forgiven. Each
of his acts of charity bore the seal of attention to the person’s
dignity, especially when the individual’s rights had been vio-
lated. He was not a theoretician of human rights but acted
practically on behalf of people, implementing efficient peda-
gogical paths that created well-being and joy of life even for
the most suffering and those marked by illness, for the elderly
and for those who were physically or mentally handicapped.

He stood before the poor with a clear vision of faith: every
creature bears the imprint of the image and likeness of the Cre-
ator, “How can one believe that God'’s image is sculpted on the
forebeads of the poor and not run to help them, to serve them?”

Fr. Louis Guanella is certainly not a saint to be set in a niche.
He is a priest of the streets who challenges us and tells us to
pay attention to the fragments of goodness present in every-

12
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one we meet, because those fragments, enhanced by divine
grace and healed by patient, loving care, can prove useful in
transforming individuals into a “cathedral of God.”

In entering the third millennium, Pope John Paul II won-
dered, “Can holiness ever be planned?” Holiness is as neces-
sary as breathing; for Christians, baptism means aiming for
holiness, setting before them “the radical nature of the Sermon
on the Mount: Be perfect as your heavenly Father is perfect”
(Novo Millennio Ineunte, 31).

Still today in the title of one of his small ascetic works Fr.
Louis repeats to us, “Let us go to the Father;” may you follow
without fear and with so much love the path of the Gospel
Beatitudes.

This publication is offered to all people “of good will” in the
hope that it will reawaken in them the desire to walk on the
path of holiness with greater fervor, following in the footsteps
of Fr. Louis Guanella; and that it will foster generous feelings
for the civil and moral growth of the People of God, so that the
future may evolve following an agenda of hope and that the
expectations of the poor may become understandable and
achievable.

General Postulator
Fr. Mario Carrera

Rome, February 21, 2011

13
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PREFACE

FATHER GUANELLA, A SON OF THE CHURCH OF COMO

One after another, we have followed with sincere trepidation
the steps in the process that have led to the canonization of
Blessed Louis Guanella, a son of the Church of Como, the first
saint of our diocese in modern times.

The authorization issued by the Holy Father Benedict XVI
arrived at the end of the Year for Priests and I shall never tire
of recalling how important it is for all of us — priests, religious
and lay people — to look at the luminous figure of Fr. Louis
Guanella. He is an example to follow, a witness of genuine
charity, of a Gospel transparency lived in love and with atten-
tion given freely to his brothers and sisters, especially the most
vulnerable.

During his life, the saint was able to make choices that were
to be “forever” and in this period when there is a strong focus
on the “educational challenge,” I am pleased to stress his ca-
pacity to be with people, supporting them, helping them on
their path while seeking something for which it was worth put-
ting himself at stake. This also seems to me a happy coinci-
dence: the canonization of Fr. Louis precisely at the beginning
of the decade that the Italian Church is dedicating to the theme
of education, choosing a precise path: “To educate in the good
life of the Gospel” — an action about which Guanella has much
to tell us. We read in no. 34 of the Pastoral Guidelines of the
Italian Episcopal Conference 2010-2020: “In the educational
work of the Church, the primary role of witnessing emerges
clearly, because ‘modern man listens more willingly to witnesses

15
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than to teachers, and if he does listen to teachers, it is because
they are credible and coberent witnesses of the Word they pro-
claim and live’ (cf. Evangelii Nuntiands, 41).”

This is the distinctive trait and the greatness of Guanella:
being a credible and consistent witness of a Word he pro-
claimed by living it —a witness we listen to and follow willingly.
With superabundant generosity he invested his time, skill and
resources to give hope to the brothers and sisters he met daily
and in every kind of situation. With his own life he helped oth-
ers to change their lives for the better.

For the Church of Como, this canonization is an event of
great joy and of justifiable satisfaction. Fr. Louis lived, to the
full, a sense of belonging to the diocese, in a territory like ours
which still today — in an epoch when travelling, communicat-
ing and meeting are after all easy and accessible to all — he did
not hide his rich and solid heterogeneity. But for him distances
did not exist, there was no difference between the sparse pas-
tures of the Valchiavenna, the marshy areas of the Pian di
Spagna, the rural areas of the mountains or of the upper part
of the lake, or the noble city of Como... For him what counted
was the human being with his dignity, his heart, his faith and
his weakness. In Fr. Louis’s eyes everyone was equal — the poor
and the rich, the sick and the healthy... Indeed, as we have al-
ready said and as we well know, he embodied perfectly the
teachings of Jesus: those who for others were the last, were for
him the first, those to be cherished. His sensitivity led him to
develop acute and brilliant responses to situations of difficulty
and hardship: methods of formation, courses of rehabilitation,
activities and jobs that are still valid today and represent an in-
valuable and irreplaceable contribution to the welfare of soci-
ety.

He was a man of a highly refined intelligence and with many
interests. Proofs of this are his involvement in promoting the
construction of the beacon on the Brunate Hill of Como in

16
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honor of Alessandro Volta; his friendship with Fr. Gemelli; his
ability to fire up hundreds of collaborators and cooperators
with his enthusiasm; his passion for discovery and knowledge;
his sensitivity to pilgrimages (with a special love for the Holy
Land where the Houses named after him are oases of peace, di-
alogue, coexistence and formation).

He was a humble man, who knew how to listen to those who
were beside him (just think of Blessed Clare Bosatta and Sr.
Marcellina).

He was a very modern man who saw no limits to the world:
it is significant that the miracle which led to his canonization
happened in the United States.

Let us look to him; to his capacity for prayer, listening and
contemplation; to his complete trust in God in the centrality of
the Eucharist; to his devotion to Mary.

Our diocese has the happy and demanding responsibility for
safeguarding, increasing and making known the beauty and
depth of the Guanellian message that consists of concrete acts
of love rather than of words.

+ Diego Coletti, Bishop of the Diocese of Como
Como, January 18, 2011

17
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PArT I
IN THE BACKGROUND
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Fr. Louis Guanella lived through a large part of the second
half of the nineteenth century, a period marked by profound
social transformations which affected his human development,
his path to faith and his vocation to serve the poor.

It would be difficult to describe his personality and the orig-
inal aspects of his journey to holiness without a look, however
brief and cursory, at the historical, social and ecclesial context
in which he achieved his splendid witness as a man of God, a
father of the poor, a citizen of the world and an impassioned
educator.

1. The Historical Context

Louis was born on December 19, 1842 in Fraciscio, a small
town with about 240 inhabitants located in the upper Valle
Spluga, in the Lombardo-Venetian Kingdom, dependent on
the Austro-Hungarian Empire. Today it is an outlying district
of the municipality of Campodolcino, in the Province of Son-
drio, in the Region of Lombardy, Italy.

The taking of the Bastille (Paris, July 14,1789) marked the
end of the absolute power of monarchs and the beginning of
the French Revolution, of the historical phenomenon that was
to be widely influential on all future history, not only in France
but throughout Europe. Historians maintain that this event
changed the course of history because it marked the affirma-
tion of human rights, summed up in the three famous words,

21
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“liberty, fraternity, equality” (Declaration of Human and Citi-
zens’ Rights, 1789). It led governments to transform the or-
ganization of states, until then substantially monarchic, giving
birth to the “constitutional state,” a state founded on a “con-
stitution,” a charter of rights and duties of its citizens, and on
the distinction between legislative, judicial and executive pow-
ers for a better regulation of social life.

With a closer look at these changes, one cannot fail to see
that the ideas introduced and promulgated by the French Rev-
olution were already present in the famous “Declaration of In-
dependence,” proclaimed a few years earlier in Philadelphia,
in the United States of America; however, unlike the Ameri-
cans who developed these values from the humus of the
Gospel of Jesus Christ, in France these same values were an-
chored in human reason.

These new ideas of freedom caused important upheavals in
the geopolitical organization of Europe because they led to
bloody civil wars in almost all the states and fomented an ever
increasing aversion to the Church, the Pope and religion in the
name of positivistic reason (the “goddess” Reason). This was
the beginning of secularism, the distancing from Christian val-
ues, a phenomenon that characterizes Western European so-
ciety today.

After the fading of the bright star of Napoleon Bonaparte,
the great protagonist of the Revolution, the sovereigns of the
European states met in Vienna at an historic Congress (Octo-
ber 1814 — June 1815) to endeavor “to restore,” namely, to
bring back the geopolitical situation of the past and to stamp
out the new revolutionary ideas, considered a threat to social
stability.

The actual result was the creation of a compromise between
new and old political and social ideas. In particular, the rela-
tionship between Church and State became ambivalent. The
State controlled the appointment of bishops, from time to time
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issuing an Exequatur (authorization); it considered parish
priests as its own “civil servants;” it classed religious Orders
as “useful” and “not useful” to social progress; it defended the
privileges of the clergy; it assumed the organization of educa-
tional establishments, even if in fact, these remained in the
hands of the clergy.?

This political change, defined by historians as the “Restora-
tion,” lost its consistency and vigor as years went by and every-
where in Europe the ideals of the French Revolution
flourished.

In Italy it gave rise to the “Risorgimento,” in other words the
historic phenomenon that led to the Unification of Italy, the
political unification of the many States into which it was di-
vided and to the birth of the Italian State (1848-1870). Bloody
wars of independence were fought to liberate the northern re-
gions from Austrian occupation and to unite the north to the
south, which until then had been geographically separated by
the Pontifical or Papal State(s). The first war of independence
took place in 1848; the second (1859-1860) led to the birth of
the Italian State. The third war of independence took place in
1870 and culminated with the taking of Porta Pia’> and the fall
of the Pontifical State; in fact, it marked the end of the tem-
poral power of the Pope and the redimensioning of the Pon-
tifical State to the proportions of the present-day Vatican City
State.

In the course of these wars of independence thousands of
human lives were lost; violence, wretchedness and suffering of
all kinds, as well as serious social problems, were recorded.

It was also a period of bewilderment and confusion. Among
Catholics, opposing movements of thought and action
emerged: the “Intransigents,” who defended the temporal
power of the Pope and the “Liberals,” who instead, fought for
the independence of the State from the Church.*

In these rapid political changes in the Italian scene, the
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Guanella family was a paradigm. Fr. Guanella’s grandfather
Tomaso was born Swiss under the domination of the Grison-
ais; his son Lorenzo, Fr. Louis father, was born under the gov-
ernment of the Cisalpine Republic under Napoleon’s rule; the
grandchildren, including Louis, were born under the Austrian
government, except for Gaudenzio who was born in 1849, in
a tumultuous pause of Italian freedom; the great grandchil-
dren were born Italian citizens. It is rare that in one family four
successive generations should be born under the flags of as
many different nations.

2. The Social Context

The birth of the Italian State was proclaimed on March 17,
1861. The new rulers had to face serious problems: uniting the
intentions of the Italians (“Now that Italy is made, we have to
make the Italians”) and to provide economic, industrial, infra-
structural development to the entire territory of the new state.
It was necessary to fight ignorance and illiteracy; to improve
the social conditions of the citizens; to care for health, ren-
dered precarious by frequently insufficient and often inade-
quate hygiene and sanitary conditions. Brigands, present in
vast areas of Italy, had to be eliminated; the budget had to be
balanced. Above all it was necessary to resolve the complex
“southern question” (to improve the disastrous economic sit-
uation that had been created in the southern regions following
the Unification) and the “Roman Question” (the temporal
power of the Pope), which had massive repercussions on the
Italian population that was closely bound to the Catholic
Church.

The economic situation was extremely problematic due to
the serious agrarian crisis; the phenomenon of emigration to
the Americas was very strong (between 1861 and 1905 about
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20% of the Italian population migrated to England, to the
United States and to South America).

The second half of the nineteenth century was also charac-
terized by a “great” industrial revolution; in the factories and
companies steam-powered machines were installed to facili-
tate and multiply the production of goods. If on the one hand
this phenomenal technical progress accelerated the process of
industrialization, on the other, unfortunately, it fuelled unem-
ployment because the use of machines gradually eroded the
demand for manual labor. Combined with other factors, the
industrial revolution consequently provoked profound dis-
content among workers, who set about defending their rights.
It was in this context that the trade unions and other bodies for
the protection of workers’ rights emerged.

Technological and scientific progress made giant steps,
which determined continuous changes in the daily lives of Ital-
ians. New means of transport were introduced: trains,
steamships, motorcars, airplanes and trolley buses. With the
discovery of electric energy, lighting systems in houses and
cities changed. There were gramophone players, radios and
steel, which revolutionized the construction of buildings and
bridges. The sector of transport and communication registered
important innovations: the opening of canals, tunnels, and
roads that speeded up the movement of people and goods, and
as a result, cultural exchanges. Communication became faster
with the invention of typewriters, rotary printing presses, the
telephone and the cinema. Public administrations provided
towns with sewers, drinking water, the electricity grid, sanitary
services and garbage disposal. The large cities were trans-
formed by town planning: the large bourgeois districts were
contrasted by sprawling suburbs, often squalid, poor and dis-
reputable.

These were important inventions that transformed the lives
of the citizens and fostered a new awareness of the greatness of
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mankind, but they also created profound imbalances between
the social classes. It is not surprising, therefore, that in the sec-
ond half of the nineteenth century, especially in Italy, many
male and female religious congregations were founded that
were dedicated to serving the poor and destitute in various
fields of mission: instruction, health, education, professional
work and the family.

3. The Ecclesial Context

Even before the Unification of Italy and throughout the
Risorgimento, the policies of the House of Savoy’ were marked
by a strongly anticlerical position, supported by Liberal and
Republican circles. The anticlerical policy was in fact the only
point held in common between heterogeneous political groups
(Liberals, Mazziniani, Free Masons, Garibaldini...). The slo-
gan “Libera Chiesa in Libero Stato” (Free Church in a Free
State) was launched; however, only liberal individuals were
free, not the Church as a community, as a “body.” Indeed, all
public religious processions and any form of ownership of as-
sets on the part of religious bodies, whose legal personality had
been removed (Law of the Confiscation of Ecclesiastical Assets
1866-67; Law of the Suppression of Religious Institutes, 1866),
were prohibited.

Following the Breach of Porta Pia (1870) relations between
the Church and the Italian State became incandescent and the
consciences of Catholics were severely put to the test by un-
popular measures and laws, such as the abolition of the ex-
emption from military service for seminarians (1875), the
abolition of religious oaths in tribunals (1876) and the sup-
pression of religious education in state schools (1877).

The State granted freedom of religious practice to all its cit-
izens, introduced civil marriage (1866), suppressed ecclesias-
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tical immunities, started the civil register and introduced com-
pulsory schooling (Casati Law 1864). It imposed the Exeqguatur
for the appointment of bishops and parish priests. These de-
cisions gradually led to the estrangement of the Catholic
masses from the Liberal government.

For her part, the Church forbade Catholics to participate in
political activity and in elections (zon expedit, it is not proper),
thus showing a certain displeasure with the new measures
which in the following years were also accepted by the Catholic
world. Pope Pius IX rejected the Legge delle Guarentigie® (the
Law of Guarantees) by which the Italian State wished to repair
the separation of the Church after the taking of Porta Pia, con-
sidering it unilateral; his successor, Leo XIII, did the same.

In spite of all this, the Catholic world was able to organize it-
self and in 1874 in Venice it started the Opera dei Congressi,
that is the assembly of all the Catholic associations operating
in the social, economic and religious sectors, with the aim of
defending the rights of the Church, promoting Catholic char-
itable works, coordinating activities promoted by these asso-
ciations and encouraging the formation of Catholic workers’
associations for mutual support and rural savings banks. These
ideas were legitimized by Leo XIII’s Encyclical Rerun No-
varum (1891).

4, Father Guanella and His Time

In summing up the influences Louis Guanella received from
the historical, social and cultural context in which he grew up
and achieved not only his charitable works but also his per-
sonal journey to sainthood, we can say that:

- he countered the attempts to distance God and the faith
from human hearts (secularism) with the firm certainty that
God is a Father for us, who watches over our steps and sur-
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rounds us with love through His Providence.

- he reacted to the anticlericalism and the atmosphere of
aversion to the Church, with active charity, showing that the
Church is a caring mother, expert in humanity and able to as-
sume the joy and hope of mankind.

- he was able to unite, with trust in scientific and technolog-
ical progress, wise actions of sensibility and of thought with
the intention of showing that the dignity of human beings,
above all else, is inherent in their being children of God.

These luminous certainties of faith gave rise to his pas-
sion for the poor and his tireless work in their favor: to im-
prove their living conditions, to assure “Bread and the Lord” to
all, rolling up his sleeves and acting ante litteram, thus antici-
pating what we now call, in modern terms, “the principle of as-
sistance and solidarity.”
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“The summit of your mountain is sublime, because from there you are better

able to contemplate Paradise. The depth of your valley is sacred, because in the

seclusion of solitude we learn to love the Lord and our brothers better...”
(L. Guanella, The Mountaineer, vol. 4, p. 4)

“Behold the longing of the mountaineer, ‘My hometown is dearest to me’. His
village costs him sweating labor, but this is the reason for him to love it more.”
(L. Guanella, The Mountaineer, vol. 4, p. 6)
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“When Father Louis gets a little nervous, he humbly replies with a smile, ‘Re-

member that I was born close to the Rabbiosa Torrent’.
(L. Mazzucchi, Fragmenta Vitae and Dictorum, 16)

“Do you remember when you tended your flock as a little shepherd? You often
thought of your father and home...your mind longed for your father, your
heart was filled with emotions, and tears flowed as rivers from your eyes. To

stop crying you shouted, ‘Dad is at home... Soon I will see nry beloved father’.
(L. Guanella, Let Us Go to the Father, vol. 3, p. 14)
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“Providence had chosen and guided us. He granted me virtuous parents that
instilled in me a spirit of hard work and sacrifice. From them I learned to keep

busy all the time.”
(L. Mazzucchi, Fragmenta Vitae and Dictorum, 38, May 26, 1915)

“Father Louis strongly believed that
his sister Catherine was inspiring and
cooperated with him in his ministry
of charity. When overwhelmed by
constant trials, his mind unconsciou-
sly recalled his sister, and a special
comfort ensued to go on in the jour-
ney he had begun.”

(L. Guanella, Unpublished note,
Rome, February 8, 1909)
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“Dear people of Fraciscio... to us St. Rocco recalls our church and our priest.
He represents our village, the chain of our mountains, our small world, and our
affection to prayer, faith and family peace. Pray for me, for I am brother of

yours. Father Louis Guanella.”
(L. Guanella, Fourth Centennial of the Transfer

of the Body of St. Rocco, vol. 1, p. 619)

Fraciscio —
Family home
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Vision of the Old Man at Campodolcino. Fresco by Conconi, St. Rocco Church,
Fraciscio.

On the Windy Plateau at Gualdera. Fresco by Conconi, St. Rocco Church, Fra-

ciscio.
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Part I1
In the foreground
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1. Under the Wings of Providence

Louis Guanella was born on December 19, 1842 in Fraciscio
di Campodolcino, surrounded by beautiful and rugged moun-
tains that were to accompany him from childhood to the hard-
ships of life. His parents were Lorenzo Guanella and Maria
Bianchi, a rural family of which Louis was the ninth of thir-
teen children. Among his childhood companions a special
place was reserved for the Rabbiosa torrent that flowed at the
foot of the village; with Caterina, his favorite sister, he would
go out not far from the house and make mud pies in bowls,
playing at “making soup for the poor.”’

When he was seven years old, Louis had a vision which was
almost a prediction of the path he was to follow throughout
his life: near the parish church of Campodolcino, an old man
appeared to him and asked him for the sweets he had in his
hand, then disappeared. This vision made him panic and filled
him with regret. It was to remain a secret which he only of
spoke many years later, towards the end of his life on earth.

In the spring of 1852, on the day of his first Communion, in
the solitude of the heights of Gualdera, he had another vision.
This time it was of the beautiful Lady, Our Lady, who spoke to
him and recommended that he devote his life to the needy.
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In 1854, at the age of twelve, he left Fraciscio and went to the
Collegio Gallio in Como where he studied for six years. Al-
though he was later to speak with gratitude of his teachers and
professors, he spent his first period at the college nostalgic for
the mountains and his birthplace. At the end of his secondary
education, he entered the diocesan seminary at St. Abondio to
study philosophy. This was followed by theological studies at
the Major Seminary.

On May 26, 1866 Bishop Bernardino Maria Frascolla of Fog-
gia, condemned by the Italian Government to compulsory res-
idence in Como, ordained him a priest and exhorted him “with
words of fire” to be courageous and enterprising. Years later
in his booklet “I/ Montanaro,” referring to himself, he wrote
that his plan on that solemn day was to “be a sword of fire in
the holy ministry.”®

A few days later he celebrated his first Mass in the Church of
S. Maria Assunta in Prosto, in the presence of his parents,
brothers and sisters; the following year (1867) he was sent to
carry out his priestly duties in Savogno, a small village at an al-
titude of about one thousand meters in the mountains of the
Valle Bregaglia. With the help of his sister Caterina, he stayed
there for eight years, sparing no effort to help his people, be-
coming “everything for everyone.”

In 1875, he asked the bishop, and obtained permission to
join Fr. John Bosco in Turin, from which he acquired “an ex-
perience useful to his own projects.”® Don Bosco entrusted him
with various responsible tasks and would even have liked to
send him on a mission to Latin America but Fr. Louis was too
focused on his desire to work for the people of his valley, to
found his own institute, and he regretfully declined the offer
from the Turin saint.

When he left the Salesians he returned to his diocese and
was sent by the bishop to Traona, a village in the lower Valtel-
lina; there he was parish vicar for three years and, in 1880,
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opened a college for the poor children of the valley. Unfortu-
nately, his project was opposed by both the archpriest and the
Prefect of Sondrio and the following year he was forced to
close it.

After this experience, which must certainly have been trau-
matic, in August 1881 the bishop asked Fr. Louis to go for a
while to the parish of Olmo, a tiny village in the Valle S. Gia-
como. Here, Fr. Louis spent months in loneliness and suffer-
ing,'% in interior purification and in prayer while waiting for
Providence to show him which path to take in order to create
some kind of institution,' for which he felt soundly called by
God.?

In fact, in the autumn the bishop appointed him adminis-
trator of the Parish of Pianello Lario, where he remained for
nine years and initiated his charitable works. The early days,
however, were not the easiest; he found himself up against a
wall of diffidence, “A worry kept on bothering me: are you on
the right path or off it? [...] I was not believed.” A group of
young consecrated women had founded a home in the village
for the elderly and for abandoned children, with the support
of the parish priest Fr. Carlo Coppini, who died earlier that
year. Fr. Guanella wanted to take it over but the consecrated
women were prisoners of prejudice, “He is a hot-head! Be
careful!” With time, their initial diffidence changed into an
ever more decisive and confident collaboration. This group
also included two sisters, Clare and Marcellina Bosatta, the
foundation stones of his charitable institutions. With them, Fr.
Louis was to begin his mission to help the poor, the sick eld-
erly and poor children. “The hour of mercy”'* had struck at
last.

From Pianello Lario in April 1886 a small group of sisters
and patients left for Como to open the House of Divine Prov-
idence on Via Tommaso Grossi, which is still the pulsating
heart of the Guanellian Institute. And from Como the Insti-
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tute branched out in many other institutions: in Milan, in the
Veneto region, in Romagna, in Switzerland, in Pian di Spagna
at the northern-most tip of Lake Como. There, in a center he
called Olonio S. Salvatore, he established a home and an agri-
cultural workshop for the “buoni figli,” good sons, as he af-
fectionately called the mentally disabled.

In 1902 he made a pilgrimage to the Holy Land and, while
traveling between Lebanon and Galilee, he prayed that one
day his works could put down roots there too, in the land that
had been the theater of Our Lord’s life.

When he returned to Italy, he set about obtaining approval
from the Holy See for his Congregations and for the extension
of his institutions. It was his dearest wish to reach Rome and,
thanks to favorable coincidences disposed by Divine Provi-
dence to which he trustfully abandoned himself, his dream
came true. In 1903 he entered the agricultural colony of Monte
Mario. A few years later, in 1907, he acquired a part of the for-
mer convent attached to the Church of S. Pancrazio on the
Janiculum Hill and opened an institute for elderly women and
“buone figlie,” good daughters, which he dedicated to his
great friend and protector, Pope St. Pius X. Also supported fi-
nancially by the Pope, he settled in the crowded district of the
Trionfale in 1909, where he built a church in honor of St.
Joseph and began educational works.

1908 was an important year because with other confreres he
made his first religious profession, thus founded the Congre-
gation of the Servants of Charity, although the official approval
from the Holy See didn’t come until a few years later, in 1912.7
In that same year (1908) he obtained the approval he hoped for
the women’s Congregation of the Daughters of St. Mary of
Providence from Rome.

Welcoming the calls of Providence, he opened institutions
in southern Italy, at Ferentino, near Frosinone, at Laureana di
Borello in Calabria and in Valtellina.
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In the winter of 1912 he undertook a difficult voyage to the
United States to prepare several institutions for the care of Ital-
ian immigrants and the following year he sent the first group
of his Sisters there. Three years later he rushed to the rescue of
earthquake victims of Marsica, in the Abruzzo mountains. In
the Church-Shrine of S. Giuseppe al Trionfale, with the ap-
proval of St. Pius X, he founded the Pia Unione del Transito
di S. Giuseppe, an association of believers who were given the
task of praying that the dying might encounter death serenely.
It was “the crown of his Works.”1®

In September 1915 he was unexpectedly struck by paralysis
from which he would not recover; these were his last days but
his mountaineer’s spirit gave him the strength to encourage his
confreres and his Sisters to work unsparingly, “Charity in all
things.. It cannot finish as long as there are poor people to save
and needs to be cared for. .. The whole world is your homeland!”

On October 24, 1915 at Como, Fr. Louis Guanella ended
his days on earth and returned to God, under the wings of
whose Providence he had, compliantly and with firmness of
intent, walked step-by-step as a true son of the mountains.

He was raised to the honor s of the altar and beatified by
Pope Paul VI on October 25, 1964 and Pope Benedict XVI
will canonize him on October 23, 2011.

2. The Environment of His Formative Years

Louis Guanella spent his childhood and the first years of his
ministry as a priest, apart from the “Salesian” parenthesis, in
small mountain villages. The typical mountain environment in-
fluenced his personality and, indirectly, his progress to saint-
hood. His origins, his character, his sensitivities, his language
and his concerns made him a thoroughbred man of the moun-
tains; passionate about them, he always clung to them with his

41



Impag_ing:Layout 2 17/06/11 10.31 Pagina 42 @

whole heart, glad to have been born in the mountains and to
have spent his early years there.

From the mountain environment Louis Guanella received a
magnificent cultural heritage of thought and values, which had
its fulcrum in a strong religious sense and its dominant points
in a great spirit of sacrifice and sobriety, of practice in tenacity
and work, in perseverance on the path “step-by-step,” in at-
tachment to his own traditions, in a powerful family spirit and
a genuine sense of belonging to the community.

3. Characteristic Traits of Father Guanella’s Holiness

“They say it is very difficult to become holy. But that is not
true. Nothing impossible is asked of one in order to become holy.
It is enough to do with a most holy intention all the deeds that
pertain to one’s state.”"

“You, who have long been seeking advice to become holy, pray
to be able to do all things in accordance with the divine will, be-
cause that is enough to make you a great saint.”*®

These were the type of suggestions that Fr. Guanella would
offer to those wishing to walk on the path to holiness and who
turned to him for enlightened advice. There is no doubt that
these suggestions reflect experiences that he himself lived. He
progressed in holiness to the point of being proposed for the
devotion of the whole Church, having aimed solely to fulfil
God’s will in all his Christian activities, as a priest and as a re-
ligious.

a) Introduction

The saints are living pages of the Gospel of Jesus who is
newly incarnate in every epoch. They are credible witnesses
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who were able to combine the proclamation of the Word with
concrete action. Their holiness is rooted in their awareness of
being known and loved by God in the profound intimacy of
their being and in allowing their hearts and minds to be
opened by the grace of the Spirit that shone from the passion
of the ideals that motivated their steps.

In the firmament of holiness, every star shines with its own
reflected light. Benedict XVI, in his homily on the Solemnity
of All Saints 2008 spoke of the Church as a “botanical gar-
den”, where the Creator spread the variety of colours of holi-
ness on the luminous faces of the saints. With eyes illuminated
by faith “the world appears like a garden where the Spirit of
God,” the Pope said, “created with amazing fantasy a multitude
of men and women saints, of all ages and social conditions, of all
languages, peoples and cultures. Each one is different from the
others, with the uniqueness of their own personality and of their
own charism.”

b) A Man, A Saint

Faced with the creative and multifaceted personality of Fr.
Guanella, identifying his spiritual and specific charism is not
simple; but we can follow the tracks that lead to the heart of his
holiness. Its focal point lies in the way he related to life. In him,
as in all the masterpieces of holiness, two dimensions were in-
terwoven; the vertical and the horizontal.

The vertical dimension is represented by his relationship
with God; a relationship lived in the recognition of His fa-
therhood and in his own filial attitude, in his awareness that “I#
is God who does.” Paul VI expressed it well in the speech for
his beatification, “Everything is God’s, the idea, the vocation,
the capacity to act, the success, the merit, are all God’s and not

P

mans.
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The horizontal, social dimension, of which the fabric of
Guanellian holiness is woven, derived from his feeling that he
was a “collaborator of God,” which led him to relate with
every one of his needy neighbors, practised in the style of the
Good Samaritan in the light and spirit of the Gospel Beati-
tudes. None of the states of frailty or poverty of men and
women were foreign to him, because in each person he recog-
nized the dignity of the Son of God and brotherhood.

Paul VI, in his acute and masterful speech on the day of the
beatification, portrayed these two major directions in the fili-
gree of Fr. Guanella’s life: an intimate path, modestly guarded,
and a more visible route marked out by the flourishing of his
works of charity. The religious direction drove him on towards
God’s panorama “to interpret, to execute and honor God’s
will.” His prayer was assiduous, his ascesis constant, an ever
more intimate communion with God the Father, plunging to
the abyss of humility until he could say truly, “It is God who
does. Honor and glory to Him alone.”

Paul VI defined the lungs of his spiritual breathing in this
quest for communion: tension and relaxation. The tension was
his concern with spreading the Kingdom of the Father, which
Paul VI characterized as, “Perseverance, tenacity, energy,
courage, a spirit of heroism, sacrifice.” The relaxation was the
broad, deep breath that opened the sails of the soul to the wind
of the Spirit and with trust, allowed him to be guided by God.
When God is at the helm, said Pope Montini, “Nothing is fear-
ful,” “trust is the true strength,” every great work can be un-
dertaken with “the security — to the utmost risk — that
Providence will not be lacking.” For Fr. Guanella, “strong, pos-
itive and loving trust” in God’s Providence was the lynch-pin
of his holiness and of his extraordinary and fruitful activity.

After these preliminary notes, we now present the more de-
tailed main characteristics of Fr. Louis Guanella’s path to sanc-
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tification. We do this from a special perspective; narrating how
he became a saint, telling the story of how he achieved holi-
ness, stressing the aspects that can involve us even today, liv-
ing in an historic context so different from ours, yet not so very
different.

Indeed, we offer here the aspects that make him feel close
to us, even today; the aspects that can encourage us to follow
in his footsteps, comforted by his witness, on our own personal
and communal path to holiness in the world and the Church
today.
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“You have known a boy who said to his father, ‘T would like to be a priest... I
feel God calling me...” A few years later that boy re-entered his family as a
newly-ordained priest and shepherd of people... Look at him! On his fore-
head is written, ‘Sacred to the Lord.” The Lord called him and wants him to
be His and yours. Pray for the priest of God.”

(L. Guanella, Fifty Little Remembrances of Holy Missions, vol. 1, p. 678)
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Fr. Guanella on Lake Como. Fresco by Conconi, St. Rocco Church, Fraciscio.

“Fr. Guanella remembers very clearly that when crossing the lake in a little
boat between Dervio and Olciasca, he looked toward the church of Pianello
which he could not see distinctly. Fixing his eyes upon it, he experienced a
light in his mind and a movement in his heart which seemed to say, ‘Look over
there, because in that place you will work and have great satisfaction.”

(L. Guanella, The Ways of Providence, vol. 4, p. 230)
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MAN OfF GOD

Did Fr. Guanella have his own spirituality? This is a question
that implies an explanation; what do we mean by “spiritual-
ity?” Technically one could say that a person is spiritual who
is able to establish a correlation between the natural and the
supernatural, the human and the divine. More generally, spir-
ituality is the concrete way in which persons live their rela-
tionship with themselves, others, the world and, most
importantly, with God.

Fr. Guanella was a Man of God, he had a spirituality of his
own because he conformed his thoughts and actions to God’s
will, forming intimate convinced friendships with the saints by
whose example he felt inspired." It was his personal conviction
that man has always been the object of God’s love; by a sin-
gular gift with which God Himself had endowed him (R#z 5:5),
divine love (agape), which is in the heart of man and manifests
itself in his personal life story. This is the fulcrum of his spiri-
tuality; the certainty of being loved by God as by a tender fa-
ther, Fatherhood of God.

For Fr. Guanella, God was the constant reference point, the
horizon of his gestures, words and actions since his childhood
in the family. Faith was the rock on which he based his daily
life, in his moments of joy and trial. His faith had strong emo-
tional connotations, “The Lord observes you like a father who
enjoys fixing his gaze on the face of his only son. From the fea-
tures of the face the parent distinguishes both the past and recent
experiences of his son. Sometimes he can even foresee his future
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actions. God the Father distinguishes all this perfectly in you,
Just as in a mirror held up to you, you yourself can discern the
features of your own face.”*

His focus, therefore, was on letting himself be educated by
God the Father, to conform his actions to His will, “God uses
the tenderness of a father with you, at all times and on every oc-
casion educating His son. The Lord instructs you with the di-
vine books of the Holy Scripture. He instructs you in holy
prayer... He moves salutary thoughts in your spirit and in your
heart firm intentions to do good. .. the Lord teaches you the most
useful things in life.”*' He let himself be educated showing an
attitude of great openness and availability, compliance proper
to one who feels he is a tenderly loved son. His spirituality was
a characteristically filial spirituality; he lived “heart to heart”
with God the Father, he felt enveloped by His gaze, “The Lord
observes you with sighs of love, better than a father who counts
the heartbeats of his sleeping child.”?* In his daily discernment
he constantly referred to Him, “Look continuously at your Fa-
ther, see that He gives you bread to live, and just smile at Him
with gentle affection.””

In the Bible, Fr. Guanella discovered the true face of God
the Father and in the light of the Word of God, he formed his
vision of the world, man and history, “The same thing happens
to those who study the holy books as to those who mine a moun-
tain. On the surface they find gold veins, as they go deeper they
find seams of the purest gold.”* “He had such a concept of the
Word of God that he never tired of preaching it,” said the Ser-
vant of God, Bishop Aurelio Bacciarini in the canonical
process for the recognition of his heroic virtues.?” To his men
and women religious he recommended, be “as greedy as you
can for the Word of God. Do not really tire of this because the
Word of God does you much good, it instructs your mind, it
strengthens your heart, it inspires your works. [...]. Why go to
quench our thirst at rivulets, when we have the royal stream
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flowing from that copious and crystal clear source, Holy Scrip-
ture, that never fails?”?°

In the Bible Fr. Guanella found the nourishment he needed
for his contemplation, “With a respectful hand I approach the
books of the Scripture. Within is the Word of God. What luck for
us! The Lord in His books sends us His letters and speaks to us
heart to heart, as a father to a son.”?’ To contemplate, in the
Bible, is the ability to connect, unite and compose in unity the
“puzzle” of life’s events; it is the ability to tie together the
events of personal, communal history in a providential plan
for salvation that God holds firmly in His hands. Like Mary,
the listening Virgin, Fr. Guanella too strove to live in full har-
mony with God’s will; he treasured in his heart the words that
came to him from God and, piecing them together like a mo-
saic, learned to understand them more fully. At the end of his
long working days he liked to spend some time before the
Blessed Sacrament to verify his life in the light of God’s plan
and gather momentum for the following day; in prayer, which
he considered as indispensable as the breathing that keeps us
alive,?” he learned to come to terms with God so better to come
to terms with man.*® He repeated, “I¢ is with the breath from
the lips that material fire is lit and rekindled and it is with the
spiritual breath of prayer that the fire of zeal and charity is rekin-
dled.””' This was his way as a young priest in Traona, as a
Founder in Como, where he had a little window specially made
in his bedroom so that he could fix his gaze directly on the tab-
ernacle. His contemplative dimension emerges in its full splen-
dour especially if we set it alongside the figure of Blessed Clare
Bosatta,’> whom he guided to evangelical perfection through
prayer and mortification, the Way of the Cross and charitable
service. It fills one with amazement that as the foundation of
charitable institutions God should have chosen mystical
souls.”

From his contemplation of God and from His plan for sal-

51



Impag_ing:Layout 2 17/06/11 10.31 Pagina 52 @

vation he was able to draw nourishment and vigour to witness
courageously to his faith, to defend its values, to combat its er-
rors and to unmask the hypocrisies of a “/ying world.”** He
was a “faithful servant” of the Church, a strenuous defender
of the Pope’s mission, even distributing through popular
presses ascetic and moral pamplets, after the pattern of the
more well known ones of Fr. Bosco,” promoting the Catholic
culture, the Christian vision of life, and the values of the
Gospel of Jesus Christ. He had courage to spare, but some
mistook his courage for pig-headedness or stubbornness, a re-
fusal of historical progress. Since his time in Savogno, at the
beginning of his priestly ministry, he was labeled an “obscu-
rantist,” that is, a person who opposed the spread of progress
and any form of social and cultural innovation. By those who
did not know him, and unfortunately by some members of the
Church, who were not properly acquainted with him and also,
unfortunately, by several exponents of the Church, he was
known as a “hot-head,” merely because he had the fixed idea
of doing good to all and did not tolerate dispute with the au-
thority of the Church and the Pope. His courageous witness il-
luminates our minds and warms our hearts, men and women
of the twenty-first century, living as we do in a climate of dif-
fidence against the Christian message, of more or less veiled
hostility to the Church and to the Pope, of moral relativism
and of aversion to what the individual cannot autonomously
decide.

This happens to all people of God, to prophets, who, even
in the midst of the adversities of life, are able to remain com-
pletely faithful to Him, not betraying His love. Prophets, pre-
cisely because they are illuminated by the Word of God, can
see beyond the curtain of daily events; they are able to recog-
nize the signs of His presence even in the midst of clamor and
confusion, sorrow and suffering. In the face of widespread evil
they are not disoriented, but are able to appeal to the fidelity
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of God, who never abandons man trapped in his own sin. They
always inspire hope. Fr. Guanella was a sower of hope, with
his life that was never compromised by banality, superficiality
or luke-warmness; with his enveloping charitable action, with
the ministry of the Word. His face always showed an enchant-
ing serenity, radiating from the peace in his heart. He strove to
instill in others this spiritual joy, constantly telling his Sisters
and Priests, “always be content in the Lord.”*

His desire was to be in harmony with Divine Providence.
The world is continuously watched over by God, who not only
maintains it in creation, but guides it in the achievement of His
plan of love.”” This “continuous” benevolence of the Father is
Providence. Hence his invitation to live considering that “God
is present with us as with a child who keeps bis eyes fixed on his
father,” saying, “God sees me. God provides for His children.”®
Cradled in the fatherly arms of God, he abandoned himself to
Him with great trust. This abandonment in God the Father
was for Fr. Guanella his experience of Providence. In his writ-
ings he compares God’s tenderness, His provident love, with
the sun “which is in the middle of the sky and yet sends its light
and warmth both to the mountains and to the plains, to the
rocky coasts and to the sea, and looks upon all and at the same
time shines its rays upon you, as though it had to provide for you
alone. So just as the sun shines in every corner of the earth, you
must remember that in every part of the world the Lord from
above perceives you, to rescue you.”’

He felt moved by God’s Providence throughout his earthly
existence; he did not take a step unless he felt deeply con-
vinced of being “called” by God. Fr. Leonardo Mazzucchi, his
first biographer, recalls, “In establishing his works he always
declared that he was obeying a divine call, and 1 still feel the
vivid impression I had when, in December 1912, he sought to ex-
plain to us the reasons for his forthcoming trip to America and
ended by saying, ‘And then there is the call!” And he withdrew
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into himself without explaining it.”* The call of Providence
was the criterion that guided him in establishing his works; he
was not self-seeking nor did he wish to make his dreams come
true. He declared without hesitation, “If I knew that ny Work
was not wanted by God, I would be the first to destroy it!”*
Near the end of his life, looking back at his childhood, at his
youth, at his early years as a priest, at his failures in Traona, at
the initial struggle in Pianello Lario, at the years rich in satis-
factions, he humbly recognized that he had been guided by
Providence in it all. Indeed he wanted to entitle his autobio-
graphical memoirs, “Le Vie della Provvidenza,” The Ways of
Providence.

His trusting abandonment in God was not, however, a form
of “quietism”, he demanded a robust faith because, he said,
“the support God gives you is proportionate to the faith with
which you pray to Him, so that if you make humble and fervent
appeals, God the Father will hurry to belp you.”* A faith of
quality, therefore, a far cry from sugar-coating and sentimen-
talism. His love of God was firmly rooted and based on his
awareness that he had to play his own part, “Until midnight 1
see to it and then I know that God sees to it.”¥ He gave nu-
merous teachings along these lines, “The linit of the Christ-
tan’s power is marked by the strength and grace of the Almighty.
God grants this strength and this grace in proportion to our co-
operation.”*

Fr. Guanella was a man of broad views, open to “earthly”
realities and values. In regards to creation, he was optimistic,
because creation is a fruit of God’s fatherhood. But at the same
time, he was not ingenuous, knowing the human heart well
and knowing it has spoiled relations with other beings and with
things, he said, “You were born frail, because you are a child of
parents sickened by sin. Time after time, since, by sinning, you
returned to insults, you charged your spirit with affliction, your
body with wounds.”® As regards the human being, he had a re-
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alistic vision but without letting himself be drawn into pes-
simism, always remaining open to the supernatural dimension;
man is indeed a sinner, but he has been redeemed, “recreated”
by Grace. He can plunge into the pool of evil, but he can also
raise himself to the sublime peaks of virtue, he is always able
to accomplish miracles of good. He liked to repeat, “Reszen:-
ber that it was the Lord who drew you from nothing. Your beau-
tiful soul resembles God, just as the beloved face of a son
resembles the face of his father.”*® “Only the Lord is without sin
and without shortcomings of any kind. To do a bit of good to
ourselves and to others we need to trust in man as man, that is
little, frail and mortal.”

His conception of the causes of society’s downfall seems very
up to date, “Lucifer and his companions in Heaven were wise.
They lacked power, so they decided, ‘Let us fight God and do
everything in the same way as the Most High.””*® And it is in-
deed man’s pride rebelling against his Creator which makes
the world, “An ever-burning fire of concupiscence ..., the dark-
ness of interest..., a pestilential air of pride and vanity; it be-
comes a land of iniguity, a vale of tears, in which one must be on
the alert and fear constantly the enemies that surround it.”*

He had a great trust in man’s capacities, but also clear-mind-
edness about the necessity for asceticism. To renew the world
and society, one must renew oneself, one must be reborn to
new life every day like Jesus Christ, “Iz the old self there is pride
of mind, there is the perversity of the heart, in the man regener-
ated by Jesus Christ there is humility of mind, there is charity of
the heart. To see things as they are seen by God, the source of
light and charity, and to emulate the resemblance, in this is the
great datly, monthly, yearly struggle for the whole life of Chris-
tian humanity. We must never ever tire.””° From his early years
as a priest he practised mortification, sacrifices, even in severe
forms of penance (cilices). His spiritual baggage included the
conviction that, “The first and greatest mortification is the exact
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observance of the Rule itself and patient tolerance of one’s daily
crosses, humiliating oneself for one’s own defects and showing
compassion for those of others.”!

Along this path, he guided several souls towards holiness,
for whom he himself authored hagiographic writings for the
edification of the people of God and to “hasten” the opening
of canonical processes for their beatification including Sr.
Clare Bosatta, Anna Succetti, his sister Caterina, Alessandrino
Mazzucchi.... A page of his autobiographical memoirs, written
in his own hand,*? enables us to grasp the intensity of the as-
cetic commitment he exercised and exhorted, “The foundation
of the houses of divine Providence is for us the letter F repeated
four times to say: fame, freddo, fumo, fastidi (hunger, cold,
smoke, adversity). This letter, thus repeated four times with the
spirit prepared to practice it according to faith and reason, con-
stitutes the base of an upside down pyramidal stone that recalls
the letter V and this letter V stands for victim. We need victims
in everything, and we especially need victims in conformity with
the great Victim of Calvary, to build towers of salvation for
souls.”
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FATHER OF THE POOR

Aware that God is honored when the dignity of man is re-
stored, Fr. Louis Guanella, from being a “man of God” be-
came a “father of the poor,” that is, he translated his spirituality
into action, transforming his filial relationship with God into
brotherly solidarity with the poor. “Times are stormy and we
need to create within parishes various institutions for men, for
women and for every need. They are leaven; God’s spirit is in
them: they produce small examples of holiness that sanctify and
save.”

His century witnessed new ways of supporting human
wretchedness; in the second half of the nineteenth century new
religious families came into being that were dedicated to the
apostolate of charity. His response to God’s call also became
active, multifaceted and creative; he was able to bind together
his passion for God and his passion for the poor. In 1892 the
first issue of the bulletin of the Mother House in Como was
published, La Provvidenza>* In it he said, “in the house there
are already poor people of every kind.” From then on his prior-
ity was to “show the world the facts, that God is with those who
provide the solicitous care of a father for bis children.”

He undertook a long process of the discernment of God’s
will and of the call of the Holy Spirit, committing himself to
deciphering the multiple signs of the call he received, to purify
the good intentions he bore in his heart and to keep himself
available to letting Grace guide him. This availability was
broad; with humility, but not without suffering, he accepted
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his failures, his false steps when “be thought he had Providence
in his pocket,”° waiting, until he was well into his forties, for
the hour of mercy to strike. Through this inner work, he man-
aged to clarify for himself that serving the poor was God’s
heartfelt desire, even before it was his own personal plan of
life, and that in fulfilling this desire of God the Father he
would quench the thirst for happiness in his own heart.

From his faith, Fr. Guanella had a clear vision as regards hu-
manity, anthropology. Man is God’s work.”” By creating man in
his own image and semblance, God wanted to place him at the
summit of creation. Man is not an accident, but the marvel-
lous work of God’s intelligence and goodness,”® “Mar is intel-
ligence incarnate.”® Because of original sin, however, man is
wounded and continues to bear the scars of this sin in him-
self.®* The whole life and history of humanity is under the re-
bellious force and the wound of that first sin. God responded
mercifully to man’s disobedience: by sending his own Son,
Jesus Christ, to save him from death in sin.®® The tendency to
evil endures in man in the form of temptation, passions and
instincts, but, corroborated by Grace, he can choose to be on
God’s side.

Jesus Christ came down from Heaven to restore the divine
image and likeness to its original splendor. He revealed God’s
plan to man, a plan of salvation.®? Thus man is called to wel-
come this plan, this vocation, and to commit himself with the
best of his energies to putting it into practice.”” The heart of the
revelation brought by Jesus Christ is sonship with God; God
is a Father of infinite tenderness; man can turn to Him as to a
father. Indeed, like Jesus Christ, the beloved Son of the Father,
every human being is called to walk to the Father, following
the path of holiness, the Gospel Beatitudes. This uphill, stren-
uous and hazardous path leads to the summit if it is walked
hand in hand with Christ, who never fails to encourage us, “Let
us go to the Father!”* Man must entrust himself to this guide,
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as to a brother and father, especially when the ascent becomes
a way of the cross and entails dying to oneself to welcome the
new life, the life of the Spirit.

In the light of Christian revelation, Fr. Louis developed his
apostolate in the defense of life, of its inviolability, from con-
ception to its natural end. He was able to see life in its depths
and, to paraphrase Evangelium Vitae, we may say that he never
gave in, disheartened in the face of those who were sick, suf-
fering, marginalized or on the threshold of death.® He was
convinced that human life participates in the life of God Him-
self, “I have come so that they may have life and have it to the
full” (Jn 10:10). His mission among the poor was to act so that
no one would be left behind in life;* so that life, even in its
poorest manifestation, might be preserved from any form of
aggression, material or ideological. To those who were follow-
ing him, priests, sisters and lay co-operators, he would firmly
point out that the supply of “bread and the Lord should never
be scant in our houses but of sufficient quantity,”® meaning that
human persons materially need bread, a roof and clothing, but
they also need God. Without God, the lives of human beings,
even when they are filled with every material good, would re-
main empty and meaningless. Indeed, individuals bear within
them an innate desire to relate with God,® in accordance with
St. Augustine’s experience, “You have made us for yourself, O
Lord, and our heart has no peace until it rests in you.””

One of the pillars on which his mission of charity rested was
the awareness that helping the poor was helping God Himself,
as Jesus taught, “In so far as you did this to one of the least of
these brothers of mine, you did it to me!” (Mt 25:40). His eyes
were able to see Jesus in the poor, “The m0st abandoned of all,
bring him in, sit bim at your table and make him yours, because
he is Jesus.””° He was attracted by the suffering, by the sick, by
the abandoned, by the destitute, by all those marked by non-
beauty because they bore the stigmata of the Crucified Jesus.
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He called them “treasures,””* comparing them to the biblical
figure in Psalm 22, “Here am I, now more worm than man,”
and therefore to the “suffering servant” of Isaiah (cf. Is 42, 49;
50; 52-53); and hence to Jesus in his condition as victim, of-
fered for the redemption of the world. For this reason, the
charitable service that Fr. Guanella developed, “especially for
the poor children of the people, for the elderly poor of the peo-
ple,”” was the main road to his sanctification, to his becoming
a saint, to his being a saint. His service for the poor, expressed
at levels ever closer to God’s style, sanctified him, turning him
into the image, frail and weak, yet nevertheless the image of
the One who is Holy. For Fr. Guanella, the service of charity
was not only the place where holiness is expressed, but also
the place in which holiness comes into being and matures; ho-
liness develops in and with charity.

Fr. Guanella’s great heart made no classification, formulated
no definitions, but welcomed the poor in all their conditions;
he saw their neediness both at the spiritual and the material
level, with the sensitivity and intuition that only a loving heart
can have. On his visit to the mentally disabled at the Casa S.
Giuseppe in Via Aurelia Antica in Rome, on March 28, 1982,
Pope John Paul IT spoke these moving words to the Guanel-
lians, “A special charity is required, a heroic charity in order to
love these unfortunates, these mentally-retarded, these spastics,
many of whom we see in this house. It is easy to love visible
beauty; it is difficult to love in the absence of beauty. To discover
beauty beneath its lack, beneath its opposite, a particularly acute,
penetrating, especially great and unigue charity is necessary. This
was the path followed by Fr. Guanella, this is your path.”

He set so few limits on taking people in that many never
ceased to suggest to him that he “put some order” in that sort
of Noah’s ark which was his first foundation, the Casa della
Provvidenza in Como. He managed to put it into order in his
own way, not by reducing the number of people he took in,
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but by organizing the poor into “families,” along the lines of
what he had seen in the better known Little House of Divine
Providence in Turin, founded by St. Joseph Benedict Cot-
tolengo.

In addition to calling them “#reasures,” he liked to refer to
the poor as “mzasters,” sacraments of Jesus Christ. To his mind,
the poor were not only the image of Christ but also the proph-
esy of mankind, because they revealed the true greatness and
the values on which the authentic dignity of the human person
is founded. A being deprived of riches, and often lacking
health, esteem, beauty, intelligence and culture, is nonetheless
dear and precious before God and reminds one of a funda-
mental truth; persons are of value for what they are and not
for what they produce.

He was personally convinced that the poor teach us; serving
them is, for everyone, a school of humanity, an evangelization,
in the sense that they put us in a better situation to understand
the message of God who chose to be on the side of the weak,
of little ones. The awareness of their dignity is crucial for build-
ing a society that is truly on a human scale, guaranteeing for
each and everyone access to life, health, family, work, wellbe-
ing and happiness. Indeed, by recognizing and promoting the
poor, the lowliest, we recognize and promote the dignity of all
and in all we make love and justice present.”

In the exercise of his priestly ministry, he was not content
with welcoming the poor who knocked at the door of his in-
stitutes but went out to find them” where they had been left
in a pitiful state;’® he was concerned by individual cases, tak-
ing charge of them and helping them both materially and spir-
itually. In this way, he learned to see the problems of the poor
from the inside rather than from the top down. What broad-
ened the confines of his mind and heart was, precisely, his en-
counter with the “buoni figli,” the mentally disabled. These
are creatures who need everything and he assumed responsi-
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bility for assisting them, caring for them and helping them even
in their most basic needs. He understood that a glimmer of in-
telligence in their minds, lovingly nurtured, could illuminate
their darkness.

We are face to face with a saint, Fr. Guanella, who was pas-
sionate about humanity; a saint who was able to elevate the
sense of closeness to the human being; not only was he great
in his love for God, but he was also great in his love for man,
an expert in humanity. Concerned by his vocation to be close
to man, throughout his life he studied greatness and humility,
the peaks and the depths. He lived a heroic, radiant, splendid
charity for humanity.”” His was a multifaceted, creative charity
which found a way to invent solutions for all types of need; for
the disabled, orphans, children, humanitarian emergencies (the
earthquake in the Marsica in the Abruzzo region) and emi-
grants; all these solutions are evidence of his numerous initia-
tives for humankind, as are the many works he started and that
his disciples continue to care for and “invent” in so many parts
of the world.

Charity, drawn from the furnace of intimacy with God, led
him to provide a genuine response to the needs of the poor, a
response of such love that those who received it felt recognized
in their dignity, they felt renewed, placed in a position to be
able to stand up again: indeed, when a person feels loved, the
meaning of life blossoms for him anew. Before seeing the poor
person as someone in need of his help, he saw him or her as a
brother or sister to be cherished. In his heart, he “laid” human
wretchedness in order to provide for it.”

In Jesus the Good Shepherd (] 10:11-18) and Good Samar-
itan (L& 10:25-37), who in his life and his words proclaimed to
the world that God is Father and cares for all his children, he
found the model to impress upon his priestly ministry, with the
primary aim of restoring dignity to the poor and of recogniz-
ing their ability to form reciprocal relationships. A qualifying
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aspect of his holiness was, specifically, that he always aimed at
creating family proximity and reciprocity with the poor; that he
strove to guarantee them, especially the most forsaken of them,
not only a few decent forms of physical and psychological sup-
port, but also a warm and welcoming family atmosphere.

The family spirit was a hallmark of his institutions. The poor
were integrated into the life of the house because they were
considered, even those in the worst state of health, a gift sent
by Providence, hence also a “help,” a precious contribution to
the realization of the mission. He intuited that it was appro-
priate to create a family atmosphere around the poor, begin-
ning especially with the individual. From the very outset of his
experience as a Founder he wanted to be surrounded by a
“family” of collaborators who, bound to each other by the
“bond of charity,””” might live together with the poor as a
“small communion of saints,”® as a family that believed to-
gether, loved together, hoped and worked together, under the
vigilant eye of God the Father, patterned on the model of the
Holy Family of Nazareth. Within the family, relationships are
very important; these relationships that are expressed in char-
itable service are able not only to speak of God’s tenderness,
but also to heal people, to cure them of their wounds, to pro-
vide their humiliated lives with dignity, and “to redeem them.”

Fr. Guanella was a letter that God sent to the poor, His
beloved. This letter was sent by God and was addressed to the
poor.

The content of this epistle surrounded the poor with affec-
tion, calling them to be part of his family and accompanying
them with a father’s heart.

In the conviction that “the poor represent Jesus Christ,”*! he
also reminds us that “those who feed the poor will have mercy
in abundance, that any kind of good that is done, even to the
lowlzest or the most unfortunate of our brethren, is as if it were
done to Jesus.”® May his firm resolution, “I want to love, it is
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as necessary for me to love as it is indispensable for me to
breath,”® spur us, as citizens of the twenty-first century, to ac-
tion.
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“Father Guanella held great ve-
neration toward Mother Mar-
cellina Bosatta whom he
considered the co-foundress of
his Institutions. I believe that
even the foundation of the Ser-
vants of Charity Institute was
pursued under the advice and
blessing of Mother Marce-
llina.”

(Summarium Super Virtutibus,
p. 206)

Sr. Clare Bosatta had been the
cornerstone and precious vic-
tim of the House of Divine
Providence in Como.”
(L. Guanella, The Ways of Pro-
vidence, vol. 4, p. 238)
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“Father Guanella was definitely planning to settle in Como... He needed a
permanent settlement...He finally succeeded in renting a house and land from
Mr. Biffi. No one can explain the foreboding Guanella had when, during his
years at Gallio Academy, passing by that location, he sensed more than once
that on that piece of land his institutions would be established.”

(L. Guanella, The Ways of Providence, vol. 4, p. 235-236)

Father Guanella among the survivors of Marsica earthquake. Fresco by Con-
coni, St. Rocco Church, Fraciscio.
“The world, like a volcano, is going through tremors and shocks that threaten
its existence. But it will be saved by the spirit of charity.”

(L. Guanella, La Divina Provvidenza, June 1910, p. 92)
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“Providence was always with me. I was never afraid of debts or fearful for my
life; Providence is our defense; thus, nothing should scare us.

Even at present, in the midst of painful events, I am not afraid: Providence
watches over us. Providence will be our friend if we put our trust in Her and
keep sin away. The foundations of Providence were born from that belief.

To make any progress, we need trust in the Providence of God, a spirit of hard
work, a spirit of prayer. Upon that was built what we have done until now,
until my old age. The Lord will have pity on many defects and will take into
consideration the good that we have done. Our Institute will grow and prosper
if it will keep, learn, and spread that spirit.”

(L. Guanella, La Divina Provvidenza, 1915, p. 85)
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“Behold our priest! We are touched to the bottom of our heart. Let the priest
take care of it, because he handles our interests and the interests of mankind
in relation to God. [...] When, at last, bent under the weight of his old age, and
prostrated in his person and shaking in his body, he will come to his nephews
and nieces and will say, ‘T loved you in the ministry of my life; I still love you
now that I am dying. I do not have a family nor have I relatives other than you.
To you, my beloved, I entrust my body and with it all the goods God has en-
trusted to me!” In saying this, so many hearts will tremble. Blessing them, he
will go down to his tomb while in the midst of their weeping and moaning,
they will say, ‘O Father and pious Shepherd, why have you left us orphaned
and desolate?’ Yet, he is no more, and will look over you from heaven. From
there he will assist you even more with inspirations, and will make you under-
stand what he really is, a minister of peace, a father to the people, and a priest
who saves souls.”

L. Guanella, The Mountaineer, vol. 4, p. 27)
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CITIZEN OF THE WORLD

Since childhood, Louis was inclined to feel an integral part
of the social community of Fraciscio, the village where he lived
with his father, Lorenzo, his mother, Maria, and his many
brothers and sisters.

Already the fact that he lived in a large family predisposed
him to form relationships, woven of meetings and exchanges,
of alliances, affinities, tenderness and respect for the ability of
each one, of emulation and of incentives. His sense of belong-
ing developed naturally, as it were, because everyone in the
family felt responsible for the smooth running of the home and
was busy putting into practice the motto “eat and work!”* To
make ends meet Louis’s father would go down to the valley in
the winter months to distill grappa. His mother and sisters
helped out with the work in the fields and the little ones made
their own contribution by doing domestic tasks and work in
the stables. In the summer, the older children would leave their
beds to the vacationers who would climb up to the village in
search of good mountain air, and so their home became a small
boarding house.® A whispered warning sufficed and they
would all do their best to ensure that the rooms would be
found tidy and quiet when their father Lorenzo, “priest and
king”* of the family and who was very firm, came home.®” And
then, on the occasion of the local feast, at S. Rocco, there was
that most significant rite, the pan of rice for guests, for
friends,®® for the family and for the poor of the village. “What
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you don’t manage I will see to” and “all for one and one for
all.” It can only be said that the family atmosphere was a won-
derful apprenticeship for little Louis.

The typical mountain environment also taught Louis soli-
darity and a sense of the common good; in a small village all
the inhabitants helped each other to ensure that family and so-
cial life went well, they all felt that they shared in the joys and
sufferings of the others. In this regard little Louis received les-
sons that throughout his life he never forgot. One in particu-
lar deserves mention. He was seven or eight years old. He
tended the cows of other local shepherds who at the end of
the day had given him a tip. He spent it immediately on sweets.
His father Lorenzo came to hear of this and reprimanded him
in front of the shepherds themselves for having accepted a re-
ward in exchange for a favor and then obliged his son to return
the coins that were left, making up himself the amount spent
on sweets.®’ The lesson could not have been clearer: it was es-
sential to be generous and to show solidarity to those in need
as well as to renounce even legitimate pleasures. A society that
is supportive, united, peaceful and propositional can only be
built on this rock of free and generous self-giving that expects
no reward.”

He was a “son of the mayor” of the municipality and this
particular aspect prepared him for being an active citizen. His
father, Lorenzo, was a member of the municipal administra-
tion of Campodolcino for more than twenty years, first as
mayor and later as councilor-assessor and, until his death, as a
deputy councilor. “His views were such that there was no one
better. He was always the last to speak and he had the last word,
even with the authorities of the administrative district or
province, for he was certain and right in his views and in the
proposals he made.” !

With these incisive words Fr. Louis was referring to an ex-
perience that marked his life. Who knows how often he wit-
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nessed meetings between his father and the townspeople who
were making some claim or submitting a problem of private
interest but which had repercussions on the common good,
for example the felling of trees in woods that belonged to the
State, the use of a fountain as drinking water for animals, the
repair of paths ruined by water or snow, or the building of a
votive chapel...

Louis did not remain a spectator but cultivated a sense of
responsibility, that is, he worked hard to make his small con-
tribution to improving the situation. One day, on his way from
Fraciscio to Madesimo, along the path Louis discovered a
stream. He studied its characteristics and concluded, “I# would
be possible to channel it and supply water to the whole village,
obliged to fetch it with difficulty.” He spoke about it to his fa-
ther. Using his authority as mayor Lorenzo was able to make
this felicitous idea a reality.”

In carrying out his municipal tasks not only did his father
Lorenzo make use of his intelligence, his abilities, his experi-
ence and his being “a person of conscience”, as he had been
taught by Grandfather Tomaso,” but also of his limpid, crys-
tal clear faith. Indeed he was a man who went to Mass every
day, who recited the Rosary and read the Bible. From these
sources he drew light and strength in the search for the com-
mon good of his fellow-citizens.

Educated by these childhood experiences in the family and
in the village, Fr. Louis developed an ever more convinced
sense of belonging to the people and a strong commitment to
improving their living conditions, from both the material and
spiritual viewpoint And it could not be otherwise because, as
we have had the opportunity to say, he was a man of God, a
man who firmly believed in the mystery of God who took flesh,
who was made man and came to dwell among us. This partic-
ular aspect of his holiness deserves emphasis, namely, his at-
tention to the secular dimension of the human person, to the
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social dimensions, which found its reason for being in the mys-
tery of the Incarnation of the Son of God.

Fr. Louis felt strongly called into question by the human fac-
tor; not only by the condition of the poor, but also by that of
the well-off, the wealthy, with whom he also associated, and
whom he felt were equally in need of a kind word, of spiritual
and moral support, of encouragement to live a life impressed
with the Christian message.” He associated with them not only
because he hoped to draw from their friendship some financial
benefit, the money he needed to keep his works going, but be-
cause by reawakening their consciences to the Gospel values
he was certain of making an effective contribution to building
a new humanity, a humanity rooted in and founded on charity;
in fact, he was convinced that “the world would be saved by
charity.””

In the face of the wretched conditions of the people he came
across, he did not lose himself in empty actions of protest or
sterile complaints but rolled up his sleeves to further their well-
being, the quality of their life, letting himself be guided by an
innate optimism and a healthy realism. He dared. He had the
courage of enterprise. He was motivated by the desire to act
quickly, to do a lot and to motivate others to act because the
needs were so numerous. He would say, “I anz made to inspire;
others will order, they will complete.”*® Indeed, God’s Spirit
guided him to generate a vast movement of people in the
Church, consecrated and lay people, who would extend his
apostolate of charity in time and in place, to the very ends of
the world. Today the two religious Congregations of the
Daughters of St. Mary of Providence and of the Servants of
Charity continue his mission of charity in at least 21 nations,
impelled by the Founder’s legacy, “The whole world is your
homeland!”™”

Particularly significant was the relationship that bound him
to Mother Marcellina Bosatta,” Co-Foundress of the religious
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family of the Daughters of St. Mary of Providence. Mother
Marecellina was his right arm, the wise and “practical” coun-
selor, the faithful steward of his treasure and spirit. She was
close to Fr. Guanella not only in order to be aware of and to
see to his material needs, which he himself often neglected,
but also and above all to encourage him, to support him, to
suggest possibilities or show him a different perspective.
Thanks to her frankness, as a daughter of freedom in the Holy
Spirit, their relationship of collaboration never deteriorated.

She was in charge of promoting lay people as precious col-
laborators of his beneficial projects, “Lay people can be more
helpful than priests, because they can go everywhere and intro-
duce themselves [...]. It is necessary to have a heart full of char-
ity [...]. We shall succeed when they see that we act for love of
God and of our neighbor. Little by little and without realizing it,
you will convert many people. Little by little you will change
public opinion.”*® Impelled by his example, today, too, the men
and women religious of the Institute, in the various social con-
texts in which they live and work, are committed to the for-
mation of lay people, supporting and guiding them in the
mission of charity. The Guanellian Lay Movement gathers and
coordinates them; it is the “comzmon home of all men and
women of good will. Attracted by Father Guanella’s spirituality,
they show concern and care for the poor and have the desire to
increase the culture of solidarity and love in the world.”**
Among lay people, the Guanellian Cooperators, an Associa-
tion of the faithful recognized by the Holy See, makes a special
contribution.!™

When as a young priest, he was sent to Savogno, it was char-
acteristic of Fr. Guanella to assume pastoral responsibility, to-
tally “taking charge” of the people entrusted to him. In that
mountain village he set his hand to everything, “as a laborer, as
a painter and even to some extent as a stonemason,”? to give
the people better living conditions: he enlarged the square and
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the church; he built a roof over the laundry area so that the
women might be sheltered from bad weather; he taught every-
one, children and adults, in the morning and in the evening; he
built the cemetery outside the inhabited area; he built votive
chapels for processions on the paths that led from the village
to the mountains or to the neighboring villages; he defended
the interests of his parishioners’ against the bullying of certain
administrators.!® He also wrote a book to help families de-
velop correct knowledge about the changed political and social
situations (Saggio di Amonimenti Familiari perTtutti ma Pii in
Particolare per il Popolo di Campagna [Essay on Family Rec-
ommendations for Everyone but More Particularly for People
in Rural Areas]). He saw to Christian formation with a simple,
solid and continuous preaching, to the point that some peo-
ple said, “Surround Savogno with walls and you will have a con-
vent.”'™ He never felt he was merely a “distributor” of
services, but gave the whole of himself, “rich in the greatest
poverty of his parishioners.” '®

While he was studying at the seminary, passing through Pian
di Spagna, in the region of Upper Lake Como, he noticed that
there was a lot of uncultivated land and said to himself, “Our
people work so hard to rob our rocks of a blade of grass and here
there is so much land that could be drained by bringing many
people here.” 1% In his heart he cherished this youthful insight
until years later, summoning famous agronomists and local
peasants to collaborate and employing his “buoni figli” of the
house of Como, he initiated the procedure of draining those
marshlands. He built a church and houses there; he procured
work and improved the sanitary conditions of the local peas-
ants. He received a medal for this from the Italian Govern-
ment.

His great attention to emigrants should also be mentioned.
As alittle boy he had experienced the anguish of the departure
for America of his Aunt Maria Orsola; as a young seminarian
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on summer holidays with his uncle, Fr. Gaudenzio Bianchi, he
would often visit the people of the valley who had moved to
Switzerland close by in search of work. As an adult, he
founded “Stations” for spiritual assistance to Catholics at Vi-
cosoprano and Promontogno, in the Bregaglia Valley at Splii-
gen Dorf, and in the Rhine Valley at Andéer. Towards the end
of his life he sent his Sisters to the Italian emigrants in the
United States of America facing, at his advanced age, the hard-
ships of a long sea voyage in order to prepare the ground for
them.

Fr. Guanella lived an active citizenship in solidarity, draw-
ing inspiration from Jesus’ words, “Be i1z the world but not of
the world” (cf. Jn 17:1-26). He was sensitive to the social situ-
ations of the people, particularly attentive to the living condi-
tions of the poor, but also able to interpret reality with the eyes
of faith, “This is our policy: Our Father!... .”' When God
reigns in the human heart, when his word is taken as the hori-
zon of thought and action, when charity becomes the rule of
life and of human relations, so as to respect all of us as children
of the same Father and brothers and sisters of each other, when
“The sharing of goods and resources. .. is not guaranteed merely
by technical progress and relationships of utility, but by the po-
tential of love that overcomes evil with good, opening up the
path towards reciprocity of consciences and liberties,”'*® then,
and only then, can an authentic development of humanity take
place. Fr. Guanella was firmly convinced that without open-
ness to God man cannot achieve his own development nor can
society be brotherly and authentically supportive — thoughts
which Pope Benedict vigorously reminded contemporary man
recently of the way to encourage the development of peo-
ples.!®

Fr. Louis, who had himself been born in a remote mountain
village, was able to build a fertile relationship with the world
of culture and of Catholic associations; he was a convinced
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supporter of the Opera dei Congressi, a federation of various
Catholic associations,''* with the worlds of science, technol-
ogy, architecture and medicine, particularly the sector con-
cerned with improving the conditions of assistance to and
treatment of the disabled.

Since his youth, Fr. Guanella had been passionately inter-
ested in botany and in historical studies, convinced that “#hose
who wish to know the future must study the past of people and
of things.” ''! In the period he spent at Savogno “he explained
to those docile parishioners at conferences and at the winter
school the history of the Contado di Chiavenna by the writer
Crollalanza.”"'?> Among the many short ascetic and moral
works that he wrote in the Pianello period, one even has a his-
torical character, “Da Adamo a Pio 1x [from Adam to Pius
1x].113

On the occasion of the celebrations of the centenary of the
invention of the electric battery, Como 1899, Fr. Guanella es-
tablished a committee to set up a monument to Alessandro
Volta. He desired to display not only the scientist’s greatness
but also his beautiful testimony as a man of faith.!4

He entrusted to the noblewoman and writer Maddalena Al-
bini Crosta'® the editorship of the bulletin “La Divina Provvi-
denza,” which he had deeply desired as a means of making his
charitable works known, of keeping in touch with his bene-
factors, and of inculcating the values of faith.!

For the draining of the marshy region of the so-called Pian
di Spagna''’ Fr. Guanella turned to famous engineers: Gio-
vanni Battista Cerletti and Giovanni Sartirana; and he always
remained in touch with them, in order to keep up to date on
the developments of farming and to make suggestions to his
collaborators in the various agricultural colonies!!® he had
founded. He had a sincere friendship with Aristide Leonori, a
respected architect and a fervent Catholic,'"” whom he com-
missioned to build the church dedicated to St. Joseph in the
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Trionfale neighbourhood. Despite the negative opinion of
some members of the diocesan curia of Como, he met Giosué
Carducci, a poet and writer at the peak of his glory, a freema-
son and anticlerical, “who was very courteous to hin.” '** And
how is it possible not to mention his friendship with the great
doctor, Fr. Agostino Gemelli, whom he confirmed in his vo-
cation?!?!

His capacity for universality lay in his broad cultural vision
but also and above all in his ability to perceive the universal
values in every person, in his attention to the individual, to the
small village as an expression of life in the world. It would be
beautiful, for example, to seek in his letters the personal in-
terest he showed for his confreres and his friends. Even in the
years in which he was henceforth head of a large organization
he never lost sight of the individual wherever he might be and
gave him suggestions or asked his advice.

Today, especially in the European context, we are aware of
how urgently necessary it is for Catholics to be full of enthusi-
asm and intelligence, as Fr. Guanella was, to be active and re-
sponsible citizens, for each one to make his own contribution
so that the dignity of the person may always be safeguarded
from any attempt at exploitation, and of how important it is to
“make culture” by witnessing courageously and promoting the
values of faith.
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PASSIONATE EDUCATOR

Fr. Guanella was an attentive and passionate educator.
Driven by the breath of the Spirit who was acting within him,
he never lacked this passion for the growth and improvement
of the weakest, frailest and most suffering people. It was a pas-
sion born in his soul from the earliest age (the game of making
soup for the poor with his sister Caterina...) and which, when
he reached adulthood, was characterized by his special love
for all marginalized people. As the practical man that he was,
he declined this passion as com-passion, in other words, the
art of accompanying those who were suffering, of seeking to
understand them, to alleviate them, but above all to love them
and to stay with them as Mary stayed with Jesus, standing close
to the Cross. He therefore expressed this passion in practical
love, as the ability to take charge of the other, of his whole
world, of creating bonds that warmed the heart and gave hope.

Thus, he realized that education is, above all and especially,
a work of the heart and that interpersonal relationships, espe-
cially educational ones, arise from the heart and develop by
way of the heart, “human relationships originate and are devel-
oped through emotions and free will more than through other
personal capabilities. They are expressed through internal atti-
tudes and external behavior, conveying all the feelings of any-
one who desires the welfare of his neighbor in love.” 1?2

In his autobiographical memoirs he recalled “there was in
those times in all educational institutions an excessively severe
system which educated hearts by fear rather than by love.”'?* In
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contrast, he was convinced that following the ways of the heart
was the most delicate and at the same time the most effective
way to reach the depths of the soul and stimulate it to goodness
and growth.

For him this was the foundation of and prerequisite for any
process that claimed to be educational, because it gave edu-
cating hope, even where it did not seem realistic to expect re-
sults or when it even appeared an impossible and useless
undertaking. Indeed he said, “The needs of the unfortunate are
to be intuited by the affection of the heart rather than by the
speculative examination of the mind.” >

We can therefore affirm that “¢he Guanellian vision of the ed-
ucational relationship cannot but have precise foundations: a)
education is a friendly relationship, wanted and desired; love is
the soul of his educational system; b) the first fundamental prin-
ciple is ‘to surround with affection,” because the educational re-
lationship develops on the ‘ways of the heart’ and the interior
attitude which expresses it is kindness; c) the active criterion
which derives from this is the ‘primacy of the heart over tech-
nique;” d) the goal of educating is the capacity to love, to show
solidarity, to communicate.” ¥

Bringing these elements to the fore constantly made trust
and optimism present in his life as an educator. Trust that gen-
erates trust and sets the best energies in motion; he said, “The
handicapped are to be encouraged in some useful task....”'*° He
not only placed trust in people and in their energy and re-
sources, but also and above all in the force of love and in the
mysterious power of God’s grace, with the awareness that this
force and power were working with him as allies. In him, op-
timism was not born from sentimentalism but rather and above
all from the conviction that goodness is greater than evil. This
optimism helped him to overcome fears, to see and to appre-
ciate the resources available to him and to keep his hope alive.
It enabled him to attract many people. In fact he said, “good
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and cheerful people attract many.” '’

Life and many different circumstances did not, of course,
permit him to take refuge in mawkish or dreamy idylls; in fact
he experienced in his own skin the burden of suffering and
limitation, developing an awareness of the value of work, ded-
ication and effort. This sensibility also characterized his vision
of the educative process that does not strive to build people
who are “soft and spineless” but rather aims for lofty goals,
taking hard work, effort and constancy into due account. He
said, “Nothing is achieved without effort,” and further, “In the
Lord’s works it is necessary to trust as though God were doing
everything and we nothing, but at the same time to work as
though everything depended on us and nothing on God.” %3

With regard to intellectual learning he highlighted the need
“to try hard to get all the best out of them,” to “study the means
to relieve the sick continuously.”'* He invited his collaborators
to make this commitment their own, “We can never say
‘enough’ in promoting our own or another person’s develop-
ment.” ° Nor did he stop even in the face of particularly com-
plicated situations for example, those of people with serious
disabilities. He said, “They are deficient, but more often than
not, capable of some improvement.” P!

At the root of these solicitations was his firm conviction of
the educability of the human being always and everywhere, in
any condition and at any moment of his or her life. This con-
viction is an incentive to hope and impels a person to action
and commitment.

Experience and reflection on this concept of educability
spurred Fr. Guanella much further, to the point of making him
assert that in the human being is a potential which God has
implanted in him: a “seed of every elect virtue,” ** a glimmer of
ability or even of knowledge. And not only is it a potential in
the sense of talents or gifts (many or few), of qualities, but a po-
tential as a power, a force that enables the person to develop
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what he possesses. “The Lord has given the vine branch the
power to produce exquisite fruit and He Himself has instilled in
your heart the power to produce good actions. This power is of
different kinds. One kind gives you prosperity for this earth and
likewise the other gives you blessings for Heaven.” *®

Thus one of the fundamental elements of the educational
process is affirmed and emphasized; namely, that the subject
himself or herself is the co-author of his or her own process of
growth. “To educate means to augment the other from within,
not to mould him from without [...] the growth of persons,
therefore, is not attributed to external forces. Human growth al-
ways happens through the personal assimilation of knowledge
and values.” ¥* Using an expressive image, Fr. Guanella said
that “the heart of a person is like the soil of an orchard or garden
which produces fruits and flowers when cultivated.” *> We take
this to mean that education is a commitment to helping indi-
viduals to craft their own development.

In this process of the promotion of people, prompted also by
the influence of Don Bosco’s thought and the experience he
acquired living beside him, Fr. Guanella maintained that the
preventive system was a necessary premise.”® If on the one
hand this approach is expressed in ensuring that people
avoided negative situations or any form of regression, on the
other, it means reinforcing and maintaining the psychological,
physical and moral resources that prevent evil from taking
root. Preventing is therefore the capacity for anticipating needs
and for intense discernment, with trust in people and in the
power of God’s grace.

Fr. Guanella’s childhood and having lived in a large family
with both parents present and attentive proved crucial. The
depth and sensibility of this experience impelled him to assert
that every educational process must take place in a context that
is distinguished by a family atmosphere. By this he meant a
reference to the values, determination and universally effec-
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tive forms of behavior that characterize a good family, such as
the care for and defence of life, reciprocal affection that binds
the various members, the co-responsible participation of each
one in the common good, and the ability to forgive each other
lovingly and care for each other.

In the light of these elements it is clear that Fr. Guanella, in
his being as an educator and in proposing his pedagogical
model, was referring to sweeping horizons that embrace the
whole person, his entire self: his soul, his mind and his body.
Fr. Guanella wrote, “In the alphabet there is an initial letter
which, repeated three times gives what one can best desire here
on earth. This letter is the consonant S, which is the first letter
of the word “santita”(holiness), of the word “scienza”(know!l-
edge) and of the word “sanita” (healthiness). Holiness is effective
in perfecting the Christian being of the religious person. Knowl-
edge is effective in perfecting a person’s intellectual faculties.
Healthiness perfects the development of the physical body. What
more can a father hope for his children? A child gives pleasure
when he is healthy, satisfies when be is wise, consoles when he
is holy. How fortunate the parent who, in giving bis child all bis
care, obtains his development, enriched with these gifts.” ¥’ He
summed up this concept with the formula: to give everyone
“Bread and the Lord.”

For Fr. Guanella the ultimate goal of all true education was
holiness. “Only one thing is necessary, to save one’s soul. As for
the rest, a long life, a short life, what does it matter? What does
it matter whether one is rich or poor, healthy or sick, esteemed
or disesteemed by men? It is God alone who must judge us.” 8

Fr. Guanella laid the foundations for a true and proper
Guanellian pedagogy, with intuitions that could be developed,
actualized and put into practice. Those who have continued
his Institute, women and men religious, Guanellian coopera-
tors and lay people, worked out this pedagogy in a Basic Doc-
ument for the Guanellian Mission,"” proposed and spread far
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and wide on all the continents and applied with intelligence
and dedication in various services to the person. They also
drafted a handbook for the operators who serve and collabo-
rate in Guanellian houses: With Faith, Love and Competence:
Profile of the Guanellian Staff.'*

There is one providential circumstance; Fr. Guanella is being
canonized at the beginning of a decade, 2010-2020, which the
Italian Church is dedicating to education. The Italian Episco-
pal Conference, recognizing the delicate and sublime art of ed-
ucation as a cultural challenge and a sign of the times, and even
before that, a constitutive and permanent dimension of the
Church’s mission, asks mainly Christian communities, but also
all people of good will, to “reappropriate” the important role
of “Educare alla vita Buona del Vangelo” (education in the
good life of the Gospel).!*!

“The soul of education, as of the whole of life, can only be a de-
pendable hope”'** and the source of this hope is one, Jesus
Christ, risen from the dead. To form solid people, capable of
collaborating with others, and to give meaning to one’s life it
is necessary to start here, from the encounter with Jesus Christ
and his Gospel. Proclaiming Christ, true God and true man,
means bringing humanity to fullness and therefore sowing cul-
ture and civilization. The task of the Christian educator is to
spread the good news that the Gospel can transform the
human heart, restoring reasons for life and hope; it is witness-
ing to the awareness that “without God man neither knows
which way to go, nor even understands who bhe is.” ¥

It is precisely by taking these paths that society will be able
to positively resolve the situation of the “educational emer-
gency” being discussed, because such paths effectively con-
tradict the false idea of autonomy which lies behind the
phenomenon of emergency, the idea “that induces man to con-
cetve of himself as an ‘I’ complete in himself whereas instead he
becomes an ‘I’ in relation to the ‘you’ of God and with the ‘we’
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of his brothers and sisters.”'**

Among the priorities that the Italian Bishops consider ur-
gent to focus on during the decade in order to give an impe-
tus and power to the Church’s educational task is “zhe
re-launching of the educational vocation of institutes of conse-
crated life and of ecclesial associations and movements. It is a
matter of presenting anew the educational tradition of institu-
tions which have made an important contribution to the forma-
tion of priests, religious and lay people. 1t is therefore necessary
that parishes and other ecclesial subjects develop an integrated
and missionary pastoral approach, particularly in the frontier
zones of education.” '

In the message published on the occasion of the 15 World
Day of Consecrated Life, the Bishops recognize “the specific
commitment of a great many institutes of consecrated life in the
field of education, in accordance with their own charism, whose
Fruitfulness is witnessed by the presence of numerous holy edu-
cators.” They state that “the consecrated life reminds us that ed-
ucation is truly ‘a thing of the heart,’ not a jumble of emotions,
but a personal synthesis, which basically gives direction to the
choices and decisions of each one. The whole People of God is
waiting for this richness, which has left traces in many scholas-
tic institutions and in the care of itineraries of spiritual life, to be
strengthened and renewed.”'*

Almost a Conclusion...

Borrowing Pope Benedict’s words, we can say, at the
end of these notes, that “holiness is the goal of the Christian. In
the life of saints it becomes obvious that those who go towards
God do not distance themselves from human beings but on the
contrary make themselves truly close.” (Homzily on the Solemnity
of All Saints, 2010).
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In the Apostolic Letter Novo Millennio Ineunte, his famous
Predecessor, the late John Paul II, wrote, “The ways of holi-
ness are many, according to the vocation of each individual...
the paths to holiness are personal and call for a genuine ‘train-
ing in holiness,” adapted to people’s needs. This training must
integrate the resources offered to everyone with both the tradi-
tional forms of individual and group assistance” (31).

We have tried to describe Fr. Louis Guanella’s beautiful wit-
ness of holiness to offer further incentives. Among the many
aspects that characterized his experience, perhaps one of them
can suit our soul, and can support us on our personal journey
of holiness: like him, we too!
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Father Guanella is dying. Fresco by Conconi, St. Rocco Church, Fraciscio.
“I believe that this illness of mine was sent by God’s Providence for extraor-
dinary graces upon the House; extraordinary suffering, extraordinary graces...
Because I intercede to the Lord on behalf of the Institute and you, I do not de-
sist to send fiery words to God! ... God will take care of you.
Nothing is necessary here on earth. Providence will help you! Death! Para-
dise! In your hands, O Lord! ... Let you all follow me by carrying out this pro-
gram of life: Prayer and Suffering!”

(L. Guanella, La Divina Provvidenza, October 1915, p. 150)

“May the prayers of so many of the less fortunate accompany, to the bosom of
God, the meek and valiant soul of Father Louis Guanella, apostle of Christian cha-
rity — died a saintly death at the age of seventy-three — and may his kind and pious
image live and be perpetuated in the Servants of Charity — and in the Daughters
of St. Mary of Providence — to whom he gave his holy example and his heart.”
(Inscription hanging on the main door of the Sacred Heart Church in Como on
the day of the funeral of Father Guanella, La Divina Provvidenza, November
1915, p. 195)
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A witness

In Memory of Father Guanella

After the funeral of Father Guanella the newspapers “L’Ordine” of Como and
“Italia” of Milan had published the article, “In remembrance of Father Gua-
nella.”

"Mr. Leonori, intimate friend of the Founder of the Works of Providence, wri-
tes, ‘Father Guanella is not the man that should be remembered through empty
and useless monuments. His speaking monument stands in his many Houses of
charity he founded. 1 firmly believe that they will multiply now that they have a
special patron saint in heaven. I would like to suggest a fundraiser for building
of a new wing for the abandoned elderly — the most beloved people to the great
heart of Father Louis Guanella — to be built in the House where he died. It will
be the most practical and precious monument that will remember his departure
from us.’

Mr. Leonori opened the fundraiser by offering one thousand liras. Many other
minor donations already arrived to the Guanellian House in Como. The ini-
tiative is one that is not going to be disregarded. It is commendable...It is a
must that Father Guanella be remembered through a monument that should
transmit his spirit of charity, his ardent passion in aiding those who are suffe-
ring. The initiative merits our support, and we praise it.”

(La Divina Provvidenza, November 1915, p. 199-200)
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“Prayers and honors — to the Canon Louis Guanella — jewel of Como’s clergy
— Father of the poor and abandoned — apostle of evangelical charity — we pray
— that this flame may not be extinguished here below — but may live and be per-
petuated — in holy and fruitful Works — as they were cherished — by his elect
mind and generous heart.”

(Inscription hanging upon the main door of the Cathedral of Como on the day of
the funeral of Father Guanella, La Divina Provvidenza, November 1915, p. 196)
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Part II1
The setting
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The Journey Towards Canonization

Fr. Guanella was deeply convinced that the helm of history
was in the hands of God who customarily acts in the ordinary
routines of daily life. Sometimes God acts in exceptional ways
but He prefers a fertile drizzle to downpours. Fr. Guanella was
a practical man and knew that God is to be found more often
through the window of the senses, supported and accompa-
nied by the sentiments of the heart.

In his numerous pastoral writings the word ‘miracle’ appears
more than two hundred and fifty times, but always in refer-
ence to Jesus, to some event in the Old Testament or to a saint.
Even if his writings remained basically apologetic, when he
wrote about miracles it was always to elevate the sense of faith
to be embodied in daily life.

In any case, it should be said that the supernatural is never
something external like a hat on the head but lives within
human nature, ever striving to overcome the limits of the
human condition. Blaise Pascal wrote that “zan infinitely over-
comes man” since “God created us in His image and likeness”
so that we might share in His nature and take possession of
those fragments of the divine that all creatures carry in their
hearts.

There exists an elective affinity between the ordinary and the
supernatural that the human being cannot destroy. In today’s
society this gap has increased and even the person of faith feels
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the resulting discomfort. In the past, religious formation was
nurtured by fascination with the extraordinary which was not
a world of miracles, but rather an awareness that existence is
accompanied by One who thinks and loves. Today’s exasper-
ated scientific strictness, by accepting only what is codified in
the laws present in nature has concealed the dimension of mys-
tery that envelopes every human being’s life. Today we see this
phenomenon, alongside scientific rigor and often accompa-
nied by the denial of God’s existence, a flourishing interest in
the “extraordinary” is emerging, sought in astrology, horo-
scopes and mediums. The “art of divination” seems to be at-
tracting many followers.

We must admit that even in the Christian world the “extra-
ordinary” attracts a lot of attention, to the point of creating
some concern: indeed “gurus” and “healers,” divine appari-
tions and messages command great attention.

From the beginning, especially in Jesus, miracles have been
offered as a support to faith that is transformed into a “flow-
ering of Heaven” and comes to fruition in evangelical virtues.
It is precisely this “flowering of Heaven” which gives rise to a
canonization process. The desire to see a person glorified by
the Church is born precisely from the extraordinary qualities
that have illuminated his or her life.

One of the indispensable requirements for the initiation of a
process of canonization is the fame of holiness and sanctity
that surrounds a person’s life and death. This fame of holiness
consists in noting the abundance of evangelical fruits that have
matured from the divine seed planted on the day of Baptism.
When Christians emerge from the baptismal font they are al-
ready holy; they have all the characteristics to perpetuate, on
earth, the evangelical virtues brought by Jesus. Saints are those
who live these virtues heroically.
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The Canonical Processes

In the weeks preceding Fr. Guanella’s death the whole
Church of Como, at the Bishop’s request, was committed to
praying to God for him. On the day of his funeral, religious
and civil figures wished to pay homage to the prophet of evan-
gelical charity by participating in the celebrations at which
Cardinal Carlo Andrea Ferrari, Archbishop of Milan and a fer-
vent admirer of this “Servant of Charity,” presided.'*” In this
farewell there were also poor people mourning the “father of
the orphans.”

The fame of Fr. Guanella’s holiness was not a vain hope. It
remained alive. A devotion to him developed and many peo-
ple in need found the help they required in the intercession of
Fr. Guanella.

Less than eight years after his death, the Congregations of
the Servants of Charity and of the Daughters of St. Mary of
Providence, founded by Fr. Guanella, asked the Pastor of
Como, Bishop Alfonso Archi, to begin an informative enquiry
on both his reputation for holiness and his power of interces-
sion.

The process began in 1923 and ended in 1929. Forty-four
persons appeared to testify, forty-two of whom made deposi-
tions based on direct knowledge, de visu, and two by hearsay,
ex auditu.

A similar request was sent to Cardinal Eugenio Tosei, Arch-
bishop of Milan. The process also opened in 1923 and closed
in 1930. In Milan there were likewise forty-four witnesses.
Forty de visu, three ex auditu and one for a cure obtained.

The majority of the depositions sent to the apostolic process
on the theological virtues (Faith, Hope and Charity) and on
the cardinal virtues (Prudence, Justice, Fortitude and Tem-
perance) were given by persons who had been in touch with
Fr. Louis for at least thirty years, an acquaintance consolidated
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by time and experience.

Alongside these two processes there were also three rogatory
processes: one in the Diocese of Arezzo, another in the Diocese
of Adria and a third in the Diocese of Pisa.

Many cardinals, archbishops and bishops sent Pope Pius XI
“postulatory letters” to ensure that the process would continue
successfully. For the record, there were ten cardinals, fifty-

eight archbishops and one hundred and twenty-four bishops in
all.

THE MIRACLES
For the Beatification

There were two decisive miracles for the beatification: the
cure of Maria Uri and the cure of Teresa Pighin.

The First Miracle: The Cure of Maria Uri.

Maria Uri, born in Gravedona on October 19, 1921 and
taken to the Casa S. Maria in Como-Lora when she was nine,
was cured by Fr. Guanella’s intercession in May 1932. The
Apostolic Process was conducted at the Tribunal of the Dio-
cese of Como.

Having suffered for several days from an unspecified ailment
of the abdomen, on May 27, 1932 the doctor was called and
found the little girl in a very serious condition. On the evening
of May 28th, since she was then presumed to be dying, an in-
vocation was begun through the intercession of the Servant of
God, Fr. Louis Guanella, and a relic of his was placed on the
child’s chest. The sick girl remained in a very serious condi-
tion until midnight. She then fell asleep and slept peacefully
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until she awoke at six o’clock in the morning the following day
completely cured. The Medical Consultants unanimously ex-
pressed the following diagnosis, “non-determinable diffuse hy-
pertoxic acute peritonitis with etiopathogenesis.” Her recovery
was “instant, perfect and permanent.”

The Second Miracle: The Cure of Teresa Pighin

The second miracle was brought about for Teresa Pighin,
born on July 22, 1898 in Zoppola, Udine. The Apostolic
Process was conducted at the Diocese of Vittorio Veneto.

The woman, married and a mother of four, worked in the
countryside and had enjoyed excellent health until February
1929, when the first symptoms of her illness became apparent.
Admitted to a sanatorium, the progress of her tuberculosis was
in a certain way blocked, but serious muscular atrophies re-
sulted. She proved to be suffering from Pott’s disease, a form
of tuberculosis localized in the vertebrae. This disease begins
to develop in a specific vertebrae, and then spreads to others;
as it progresses, the distance between the vertebrae is increas-
ingly reduced until collapse, so that rapid intervention is es-
sential.

Immobilized in bed for more than two years, on November
30, 1934 the sisters of Casa Pio X in Cordignano, to which she
had been admitted, gave Teresa a relic of Fr. Guanella and
began a second novena for her recovery.

On the morning of December 2nd, the sick woman awoke
with an unexpected shudder throughout her body, followed
by a general feeling of wellbeing. Teresa felt her strength re-
turning, her respiratory difficulties disappeared and she real-
ized that her legs no longer felt heavy. She got up and walked
about the sick-room without feeling tired or needing support.

The Apostolic Process began eight years later, from Novem-
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ber 1942 to March 1943, and ascertained that this was an “77-
stant, perfect, permanent cure, absolutely inexplicable by the
laws of nature.”

For the Canonization
The Cure of William Glisson

The miracle occurred in the Diocese of Philadelphia, USA.

On the evening of March 15, 2002, William Glisson was
rollerblading with a friend of his on Baltimore Pike in Spring-
field, very fast and without wearing a helmet. A pothole in the
asphalt caused him to trip. He was flung backwards, flying up
about six and a half, and landed about thirteen feet away with
a traumatic occipital brain injury. Unconscious, he was taken
immediately to Crozer Keystone Hospital, a highly specialized
center where the doctors diagnosed a deep comatose state.
When informed, immediately his mother rushed to the hospi-
tal and the doctors explained the gravity of her son’s condi-
tion, telling her that there was little hope that he would live.

He underwent brain surgery, but in the post-operative pe-
riod showed no improvement. Because of the gravity of the
case, the doctors decided to undertake a second neurosurgical
operation. However, in spite of the two operations, they could
only note his constant deterioration of the situation.

On March 19th, the Feast of St. Joseph, Dr Noreen M.
Yoder, a family friend who worked at a center for the rehabil-
itation of the mentally and physically disabled, gave William’s
mother two relics of Fr. Guanella. The woman, with great
faith, put one on her son’s wrist and wore the other around
her neck. From that moment a series of prayers began in order
to obtain a miracle from the Blessed. The prayer network
spread, not only among his relatives, but also at the Catholic
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school attended by the young man’s sister.

On March 25th something began to change, the doctors reg-
istered an improvement for the first time. In the following days
further improvements were noted and on April 9" William was
discharged from the hospital with a program for neuro-motor
functional re-education. With this, two months after the
trauma, his recovery was so rapid it astonished the brain sur-
geons. The neurological examination was negative. No cogni-
tive or neuro-psychological deficits were found.

Eight months after the accident William returned to work in
his father’s firm as a carpenter. Four years after the accident his
case history was excellent. This case history was confirmed by
two neurological experts “ab insectione” who, in the course
of the diocesan canonical process, examined young Glisson in
2006.

William not only went back to work, but in 2008 was happily
married and leads a perfectly normal life.

After the canonical process was conducted in the American
diocese, the relative documentation was taken to the Congre-
gation for the Causes of Saints in Rome and after hearing the
favorable opinions of the Medical Commission (November 12,
2009), of the Theological Consultants (January 30, 2010) and
of the Ordinary Congregation of Cardinals (April 20, 2010),
on July 1, 2010 the Pope authorized the Congregation for the
Causes of Saints to promulgate the relative Decree.
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In preparation for the Beatification of the Venerable Louis Guanella, His Ex-
cellency Felice Bonomini, Bishop of Como, will perform the canonical reco-
gnition of the mortal remains of the Servant of God in a private ceremony at
the Sacred Heart Shrine.

I, the Superior General of the Servants of Charity, have the pleasure to invite
you to venerate the body of the Venerable on July 10, 1964, at 3:30 pm, at the
House of Divine Providence, Tomaso Grossi Street.

This invitation is strictly personal.

The Bishop of Como at the canonical recognition
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Procession with the mortal remains of the Servant of God.

Daughters of St. Mary of Providence and Servants of Charity at the day of the
canonical recognition.
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Pope Paul VI with Mother Angela Cettini, Superior General of the Dau-
ghters of St. Mary of Providence on the day of the Beatification.

... with Fr. Ezio Cova, Servant of Charity, postulator
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... with the Most Rev. Felice Bonomini, Bishop of Como

... with the nephew of Fr. Guanella, Brother Lorenzo Guanella, SJ

104



Impag_ing:Layout 2 17/06/11 10.31 Pagina 105 @

“It is God who works! ... All is from God.: the idea, the vocation, the capability
to go abead, the success, the merit, the glory are from God, not from man.”
(Paul VI, Discourse at the Beatification)
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Theresa Pighin miracu-
lously healed from TB
spondylitis and Pott’s
disease.

Perfect and instantane-
ous healing of Maria
Uri from acute and dif-
fused peritonitis.
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Center: Mr. William Glisson, the recipient of the miracle of Father Guanella
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“I present you my greetings, O my good mountaineer. Listen! It is the Spirit
of the Lord who from all times has taken some of His most beloved children
from the solitude of the mountains and valleys and made them saints. O child
of saints, rejoice! May you become more worthy of such land and saints! I now
embrace you in spirit and accompany you to the greater joy that is blessed
Heaven.”

(L. Guanella, The Mountaineer, vol. 4, p. 4)
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NOTES

! A. MONDELLI DE MARZL, [’Ordine della domenica di Como, June 5,
1910 in L. MAZZUCCHLI, La vita, lo spirito e le opere di don Luigi Gua-
nella, Editrice Nuove Frontiere, Roma 1999, p. 55; MADDALENA AL-
BINI CROSTA in La Divina Provvidenza — November 1915, p. 192.

2 In this respect Fr. Guanella’s experience was symptomatic. During
his time in Savogno (1867-75), although the Casati Law on compul-
sory school education had come into force in 1864, this public service
had not been implemented when Fr. Guanella met the need with his
own Initiative.

3 Porta Pia is an important gate into Rome, located at the beginning
of the consular Via Nomentana. Michelangelo Buonarroti set it into
the Aurelian walls, which encircled the city, to defend it from enemy
assaults. On September 20, the army of the Kingdom of Ttaly opened
a breach in it and entered the city.

* Fr. Guanella sided with the group of the “Intransigents,” loyal to
the Pope; he even defending the Pope’s authority with ascetic and
moral writings.

> The House of Savoy, sovereigns of the Kingdom of Piedmont and
Sardinia, played a very important role in the plan for the Unification
of the different regions of Italy into a single State; the family’s various
descendents bore the title “King of Italy” (constitutional monarchy)
until June 2, 1946, when, with a referendum, the Italians opted for the
political form of a “Republic.”

¢ “Guarentigie” means Guarantees; the Italian State guaranteed to
the Pontiff the inviolability of his person, the honors of a sovereign,
the right to have armed guards to defend his palaces: the Vatican, the
Lateran, the Cancelleria and the Villa at Castel Gandolfo. These assets
were to be considered extraterritorial which exempted them from Ital-
ian law and ensured the freedom of postal and telegraphic communi-
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cation and the right to diplomatic representation. Lastly, they guaran-
teed an annual income for the maintenance of the Pontiff, of the Sacred
College and of the Apostolic Palaces. The law also regulated relations
between the State and the Catholic Church, guaranteeing to both: full,
peaceful and free autonomy. The clergy were to be allowed unlimited
freedom to meet and bishops were exempted from swearing an oath to
the King. Nevertheless, the law preserved the Government’s placet for
the appointment of bishops and parish priests.

7Cf. L. GUANELLA, Le Vie della Provvidenza, Nuove Frontiere Edi-
trice, Rome 2003, p. 14.

8 L. GUANELLA, I/ Montanaro, Opera Omnia, Vol. III, Centro Studi
Guanelliani, Nuove Frontiere Editrice, Rome 1992, p. 1002. Fr.
Guanella wrote this pamphlet in 1886 to pay homage to and comfort
the populations of Tartano and Talamona, villages in the Valtellina, hit
by floods in September 1885 that caused many deaths and serious dam-
age. In his booklet he exalted the human, moral and religious values of
mountain people; in fact he cites memories from his own childhood,
the experiences he lived with his family, his own feelings... From this
point of view, the booklet is invaluable for knowledge about the envi-
ronment in which he was born and grew up.

° The expression is not Fr. Guanella’s, but that of a Salesian historian,
Pietro Stella, quoted by M. CARROZZINO, Don Guanella e Don Bosco,
Storia di un Incontro e di un Confronto, Saggi storici — I, II ed., Centro
Studi Guanelliani, Nuove Frontiere Editrice, Rome 2010, p. 131. In
his autobiographical memoirs, Fr. Guanella stated, “I feel within mry-
self that Divine Providence is calling me to Turin and that will be God’s
will.” Le Vie della Provvidenza, Nuove Frontiere Editrice, Rome 2003,
p. 46; later, when he sought to justify his decision to leave Don Bosco,
he stated, “I consider it a very great good fortune to have come to Don
Bosco, but my heart would feel an emptiness for the rest of my life be-
cause, it may not seem true, but the thought of building a ‘ciabotto’ in mry
homeland is still alive within me (Don Bosco called his foundations ‘cia-
botti’)”, p. 49.

0 Fr. Louis did not readily accept the idea that he could not reopen
his college in Traona; he sought support everywhere to overcome the
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Prefect’s hostility. The bishop was of a totally different opinion; he was
convinced that Fr. Guanella would not succeed and when he met him
in the parish premises at Campodolcino, in a moment of impatience,
he flared up at Fr. Guanella, saying, “I cannot suspend you because I do
not have the reasons. But I would if I could’. He felt embittered... And
it all ended then and there.” L. GUANELLA, Le Vie della Provvidenza,
Nuove Frontiere Editrice, Rome 2003, p. 56.

W Letter from Fr. Guanella to Bishop P. Carsana, written from Olmo,
October 1881, Archivio Guanelliano Como.

2 Letter from Fr. L. Guanella to Bishop P. Carsana dated May 20,
1878, Archivio Guanelliano Como.

5 L. GUANELLA, Non Ritornerd Pitt Dungue Suor Chiara Fra No:?,
Nuove Frontiere Editrice, Rome 1982; pp. 26-27.

4 L. GUANELLA, Le Vie della Provvidenza, Nuove Frontiere Editrice,
Rome 2003, p. 58.

5 Cf. Decretum laudis “Humzanis Miseriis Sublevandis.”

16 Cf. La Divina Provvidenza — December 1926, p. 244. The Decree
of erection was dated February 23, 1913; with the Decree of the Holy
Office issued the following April 24th, the Association was enriched
with Indulgences; on June 1% it was raised to the rank of a Primary As-
sociation. Lastly, with the Apostolic Letter of February 14th the fol-
lowing year, Pope Pius X recommended its dissemination throughout
the Catholic world. Cf. La Divina Provvidenza — May 1913, pp. 69-72.

7 L. GUANELLA, I/ Pane dell’Anima — Primo Corso, Opera Omnia,
Vol. I, Centro Studi Guanelliani, Nuove Frontiere Editrice, Rome
1992, p. 367.

18 L. GUANELLA, Andiamo al Padre, Opera Omnia, Vol. III, Centro
Studi Guanelliani, Nuove Frontiere Editrice, Rome 1999, p. 140.

Y Fr. Guanella had a special “relationship” with saints and particu-
larly with the “saints of charity,” among these, some aroused great fas-
cination in him: St. Teresa of Avila, St. Francis of Assisi (he became a
Franciscan Tertiary), St. Joseph Benedict Cottolengo and St. John
Bosco, St. Jerome Emiliani, St. Cajetan (Gaetano) of Thiene, St. Camil-
lus de Lellis. ..
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20 L. GUANELLA, Andiamo al Paradiso, Opera Omnia, Vol. ITI, Cen-
tro Studi Guanelliani, Nuove Frontiere Editrice, Rome 1999, p. 453.

21 L. GUANELLA, I Temzpo Sacro, Opera Omnia, Vol. I, Centro Studi
Guanelliani, Nuove Frontiere Editrice, Rome 1992, p. 835.

22 L. GUANELLA, Andiamo al Paradiso, Opera Omnia, Vol. ITI, Cen-
tro di Studi Guanelliani, Nuove Frontiere Editrice, Rome 1999, p. 447.

BCE. Ibid. p. 4621,

241, GUANELLA, I/ Pane dell’ Anima — Secondo Corso, Opera Omnia,
Vol. I, Centro Studi Guanelliani, Nuove Frontiere Editrice, Rome
1992, p. 409.

¥ A. BACCIARINI, Positio Super Virtutibus, I, Rome 1937, Archivio
Guanelliano Como, p. 259.

26 1,. GUANELLA, Regolamento FsMP — 1911, Opera Omnia, Vol. IV,
Centro Studi Guanelliani, Nuove Frontiere Editrice, Rome 1988, p.
614.

21 La Divina Provvidenza, October 1914, p. 159.
2 BENEDICT X VI, Sacramentum Caritatis, n. 33.

2 1. GUANELLA, I/ Fondamento, Opera Omnia, Vol. III, Centro Studi
Guanelliani, Nuove Frontiere Editrice, Rome 1999, p. 877, “I/ cuore é
la vita del nostro corpo, la preghiera é la vita dell anima cristiana.”

30 L. GUANELLA, Regolamento SdC — 1905, Opera Omnia, Vol. IV,
Centro Studi Guanelliani, Nuove Frontiere Editrice, Rome 1988, p.
1159, “Per intendersi giustamente con gli uomini, anzitutto bisogna sa-
persi intender con il Signore, che é via, verita e vita.”

31 L. GUANELLA, Regolamento SdC — 1910, Opera Omnia, Vol. IV,
Centro Studi Guanelliani, Nuove Frontiere Editrice, Rome 1988, p.
1339.

32 Dina Bosatta (1858-1887) as a religious took the name of Chiara
(Clare); together with her sister Marcellina and other young women
from Pianello Lario she constituted the founding nucleus of the nas-
cent Congregation of the Daughters of St. Mary of Providence. By
Grace she was endowed with a mystical soul which led her to seek a
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spousal union of love with God, through many physical trials and suf-
ferings. When she was only 29, under the guidance of Fr. Guanella,
she brought her personal itinerary of sanctification to fulfilment. John
Paul IT beatified her on April 21, 1991. For further information: L.
GUANELLA, Dono di Giovinezza — Vita di Chiara Bosatta, Nuove Fron-
tiere Editrice, Rome 2009; P. PELLEGRINO — M.L. OLIVA, La Storia di
Chiara, Nuove Frontiere Editrice, Rome 1991; Chiara Bosatta — Scritti e
Documenti, edited by E. Soscia AND F. Buccl, Centro Studi Guanel-
liani, Nuove Frontiere Editrice, Rome 2002.

3 “It is quite amazing. Here we have a holiness of a contemplative na-
ture placed by God as the foundation stone of an institution that is sim-
ply dedicated to mercy.” In A. BERIA, Vita di Suor Chiara Scritta da Don
Guanella, Nuove Frontiere Editrice, Rome 1983, p. 5. “We can deduce
that Sr. Clare, responding with faith, generosity and perseverance to
God’s grace and gifts, was very well able to harmonize the spiritual di-
mension with the active one. And it is surprising how God wished to
give a mystical soul to an emerging Institute dedicated specifically to char-
ity and to the apostolate.” SACRA CONGREGATIO PRO CAUSIS SANCTO-
RUM, COMENSIS CANONIZATIONIS SERVAE DEI CLARAE BOSATTA
SORORIS PROFESSAE INSTITUTI SS. MARIA A PROVIDENTIA, Relatio et
Vota Congressus Peculiaris, Rome 1988, Archivio Guanelliano Como,
p. 93.

3 L. GUANELLA, I/ Pane dell’ Anima — Terzo Corso, Opera Omnia,
Vol. I, Centro Studi Guanelliani, Nuove Frontiere Editrice, Rome
1993, p. 633.

% Fr. Guanella, between 1872 and 1889, wrote as many as 45 asce-
tic and moral booklets; they have been collected and published by the
Centro Studi Guanelliani. They are identified here as Opera Omnia.

3¢ A. BACCIARINI, Positio Super Virtutibus, I, Rome 1937, Archivio
Guanelliano Como, p. 305.

31 Ctf. Compendiun of the Cathechisn of the Catholic Church, Libre-
ria Editrice Vaticana, 2005, no. 55.

38 L. GUANELLA, I/ Pane dell’ Anima — Primo Corso, Opera Omnia,
Vol. I, Centro Studi Guanelliani, Nuove Frontiere Editrice, Rome
1992, p. 312.
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39 L. GUANELLA, Andiamo al Padre, Opera Omnia, Vol. I1I, Centro
Studi Guanelliani, Nuove Frontiere Editrice, Rome 1999, p. 126.

4 1. MAzzUCCHL, Positio Super Virtutibus, I, Rome 1937, Archivio
Guanelliano Como, p. 303.

# L. MAzzUCCHL, La Vita, lo Spirito e le Opere di Don Luigi Gua-
nella, Nuove Frontiere Editrice, 1999, p. 443.

2 L. GUANELLA, Andiamo al Padre, Opera Omnia, Vol. I1I, Centro
Studi Guanelliani, Nuove Frontiere Editrice, Rome 1999, p. 126.

# L. GUANELLA, Le Vie della Provvidenza, Nuove Frontiere Editrice,
Rome 2003, p. 78.

# L. GUANELLA, I/ Pane dell’Anima — Terzo Corso, Opera Omnia,
Vol. I, Centro Studi Guanelliani, Nuove Frontiere Editrice, Rome
1992, p. 655.

# L. GUANELLA, Andiamo al Paradiso, Opera Omnia, Vol. ITI, Cen-
tro Studi Guanelliani, Nuove Frontiere Editrice, Rome 1999, p. 470.

4 [BID., p. 446.

4 L. GUANELLA, Regolamento SdC — 1910, Opera Omnia, Vol. IV,
Centro Studi Guanelliani, Nuove Frontiere Editrice, Rome 1988, p.
1261.

4 L. GUANELLA, Andiamo al Paradiso, Opera Omnia, Vol. III, Cen-
tro Studi Guanelliani, Nuove Frontiere Editrice, Rome 1999, p. 470.

# 1. GUANELLA, I/ Pane dell’ Anima — Primo Corso, Opera Omnia,
Vol. I, Centro Studi Guanelliani, Nuove Frontiere Editrice, Rome
1992, p. 3511.

0 L. GUANELLA, Regolamento SdC — 1910, Opera Omnia, Vol. IV,
Centro Studi Guanelliani, Nuove Frontiere Editrice, Rome 1988, p.
1297.

1 L. GUANELLA, Breve Statuto delle Figlie del S. Cuore Chiamate Cro-
cine in Como — 1893, Opera Omnia, Vol. IV, Centro Studi Guanelliani,
Nuove Frontiere Editrice, Rome 1988, p. 90.

>2 The autobiographical memoirs, Le Vie della Provvidenza, were dic-
tated by Fr. Guanella to available scribes in the winter of 1913 or 1914,
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except for certain “important” passages written in his own hand. The
page in question is the beginning of article XIII, entitled “The Moral
Counstitution of the Casa della Divina Provvidenza in Como,” Nuove
Frontiere Editrice, Rome 2003, p. 69.

5 L. GUANELLA, Settimana con Dio, in L. MAzzUCCHL, La Vita, lo
Spirito e le Opere di Don Luigi Guanella, Nuove Frontiere Editrice,
Rome 1999, p. 480.

>4 From the December issue of 1895 to today the title of the bulletin
has been La Divina Provvidenza.

> L. GUANELLA, Regolamento SAC — 1905, Opera Omnia, Centro
Studi Guanelliani, Nuove Frontiere Editrice, Rome 1988, p. 1148.

>¢ In this respect, his experience of failure at Traona is illuminating.
When Bishop P. Carsana informed him he was to go to Traona, Fr.
Guanella “thought that he had Providence in his pocket,” he believed
that he could now consider the phase of seeking his vocation as a
founder as over and done with. In L. GUANELLA, Le Vie della Provvi-
denza, Nuove Frontiere Editrice, Rome 2003, p. 52.

7 “Lastly God thought of creating man. He sought advice from the
most august Trinity and they said, “We shall make man in our image and
likeness.” Moses then concluded expressly, ‘God created man in His like-
ness, in His likeness God created him.”” L. GUANELLA, Da Adamnzo a Pio
IX — 1. Opera Omnia, Vol. II/1, Centro Studi Guanelliani, Nuove
Frontiere Editrice, Rome 1995, p. 20.

58 “The work of God par excellence here on earth is man, created so
that he might be a reverend son of Holy Church,” L. GUANELLA, Le Glo-
rie del Pontificato, Opera Omnia, Vol. II/1, Centro Studi Guanelliani,
Nuove Frontiere Editrice, Rome 1995, p. 954.

% “A pagan doctor considering the structure of the human body ex-
claimed, ‘This is not a book I have written, but a hymn I have sung in
honor of the Divinity.” Man stands in an attitude of command, he is king
of the universe, all the animals obey him, in stature he is in proportion
to all the created things around him. ‘Man’ says St. Ambrose, * is an
image of the universe.”” L. GUANELLA, Da Adano a Pio IX —1, Opera
Omnia, Vol. II/1, Centro Studi Guanelliani, Nuove Frontiere Editrice,
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Rome 1995, p. 20.
0 “Now this act of Adan was a sin, but of weakness,” ibid., p. 22.

¢! Fr, Guanella recalls for us a sentence of St. Thomas, “Mar after
sin needs divine grace to be healed,” ibid., p. 22.

2 “God therefore did not place a curse on Adam and Eve. But he did
not stop punishing them with a scourge of the senses, concupiscence, tor-
menting them continuously. And showing Himself in the act as a mas-
ter rather than a father, He chased them out of the earthly paradise and
there to guard the entrance He placed a cherubim armed with a flaming
sword. However the Lord, ever good, seeing the wretches confused and
trembling, gave them clothes of animal skins and then with immense
goodness went on to say, ‘A woman will crush the head of the serpent.
From this woman will be born one who will be the savior of all. And if
you and others believe in the one I shall send, you will nevertheless be
saved.” L. GUANELLA, Da Adamo a Pio IX — I, Opera Omnia, Vol. II/1,
Centro Studi Guanelliani, Nuove Frontiere Editrice, Rome 1995, pp.
23-24.

3 “Ob, if alongside Jesus you were to bury the former man of concu-
piscence, may you believe that you would shake the world around you
into holiness!” L. GUANELLA, I/ Fondamento, Opera Omnia, Vol. III,
Centro Studi Guanelliani, Nuove Frontiere Editrice, Rome 1999, pp.
872-873.

L. GUANELLA, Andiamo al Padre, Opera Omnia, Vol. III, Centro
Studi Guanelliani, Nuove Frontiere Editrice, Rome 1999, p. 143.

® JouN PAUL 11, Evangelium Vitae, 1995, no. 85.

0 AAVV, Basic Document for the Guanellian Mission, Nuove Fron-
tiere Editrice, 1994, no. 74.

67 L. GUANELLA, Lettera Circolare ai Servi della Carita — 20 October
1913, Opera Omnia, Vol. IV, Centro Studi Guanelliani, Nuove Fron-
tiere Editrice, Rome 1988, p. 1411.

8 Cf. Compendium of the Catechism of the Catholic Church, Libreria
Editrice Vaticana, 2005, no. 2.

® Cf. AA.VV, Basic Document for the Guanellian Mission, Nuove
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Frontiere Editrice, 1994, no. 19.

70 L. GUANELLA, Vieni Meco — 1913, Opera Omnia, Vol. IV, Centro
Studi Guanelliani, Nuove Frontiere Editrice, Rome 1988, p. 795.

"t L. MAzzucCcCHI, Fragmenta Vitae et Dictorum, Archivio Guanel-
liano Como, article XXVI no. 2.

2. GUANELLA, Le Vie della Provvidenza, Nuove Frontiere Editrice,
Rome 2003, p. 92.

7 L. GUANELLA, Regolamento SAC — 1910, Opera Omnia, Vol. IV,
Centro Studi Guanelliani, Nuove Frontiere Editrice, Rome 1988, p.
1232.

" Cf. “Making Charity the Heart of the World” — Guanellian Lay
Movement, Rome 2010, no. 16. See also La Divina Provvidenza — Feb-
ruary 1913, p. 27, “This eminent work of redemption, of the apostolate,
of social merit, of holy co-operation in the action of Jesus the Savior is that
which is consecrated to the cancelling the double order of evils, to restor-
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